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Smackdown! 


The record shows he took the blows: Our photographer, 
Tom Callan, gets smacked by this man as he takes a pic- 
ture outside of Monty-Q's, a Montague Street restaurant 
that had just been closed by the Health Department. The 
man attacked Callan, demanding to know what our shoot- 
er was doing. Read story on page 6 to find out. 


BLOOD MONEY 


Ratner pockets hundreds of millions from 
British bank tied to slave trade, apartheid 


Councilwoman says 
deal ‘insults’ blacks 


By Gersh Kuntzman 
and Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The future home for the Brooklyn Nets will 
be emblazoned with the corporate logo of a 
British bank that was founded on the slave 
trade, collaborated with the Nazis and did busi- 
ness with South Africa’s apartheid government. 

Atlantic Yards developer Bmce Ratner an- 
nounced his mega-deal with Barclays Bank on 
Thursday — but critics slammed the developer 
for plastering the controversial bank’s name atop 
the arena after having courted African-American 
support for his mega-development. 

“[Black] supporters of Atlantic Yards were 


just tools used by Ratner to get this project 
passed,” said Councilwoman Letitia James (D- 
Prospect Heights), an Atlantic Yards opponent 
who is black. 

“Now that the project has been approved, they 
don’t serve his purpose anymore. Now, he can in- 
sult them by signing an agreement with a bank 
that financed the slave trade and supported the 
apartheid system. He’ll take money from anyone.” 
Barclays is a London-based bank — one of the 
world’s biggest — with holdings around the 
globe, but whose history is inextricably linked to 
some of mankind’s lowest moments: 

• Slavery: The bank itself was founded by 
the Barclay family in 1756 on profits made in 
the African slave trade. 

The company’s senior archivist, Jessie Camp- 
bell, defended the bank’s link to slavery in a letter 
to the London paper, the Guardian, as something 
that must “be understood in the context of the 
See BLOOD MONEY on page 6 



Here's our artist's rendering of how the Frank Gehry-designed glass-walled "Barclays 
Center" might look with its patron's name emblazoned on top. 
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Wizards 
of Ahhhhs 


Australian restaurants are 
popping up all over Brook- 
lyn — and GO Brooklyn has 
the scoop on where to get 
"floaters," "bum nuts" and 
even a burger topped with 
beets, pineapple and a fried 
egg (right). See page 7. 



PAYDAY 


100M for Pataki 
pal in 'park' deal 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A politically connected developer of luxury 
condos within the stale’s “Brooklyn Bridge Park” 
waterfront project will get a steep tax break, ac- 
cording to a lease agreement released last week 

“One Brooklyn Bridge Park” developer 
Robert Levine, a prominent contributor to for- 
mer Gov. Pataki, will save approximately $5 
million a year for 20 years, thanks to the city’s 
J-51 tax abatement, which is commonly avail- 
able to developers. 

The savings represent a 41 -percent discount 
on the property’s predicted taxes, according to 
earlier documents obtained by The Brooklyn Paper. 


Critics lambasted the deal as another sign 
that the state was not doing enough to limit the 
amount of commercial development needed to 
pay the self-sustaining park’s $15-million an- 
nual maintenance costs. 

In addition to Levine’s 500 condos, there 
will be three new revenue-generating residen- 
tial buildings, a 225-room hotel, shops and 
restaurants in the so-called park. 

“Two new residential buildings could be 
eliminated if [Levine] paid his fair share,” said 
Kenn Lowy, president of the Friends of Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park. “But because the Empire State 
Development Corporation wants development, 
not a park, he will not pay.” 

But Levine defended the deal, saying he will 


also pay a separate maintenance fee beyond the 
tax deal. That annual payment will be calculat- 
ed as a percentage of his earnings — so if he 
earns more, so does the park fund. 

As a result, Levine said his condos would 
generate approximately $100 million over 20 
years — twice the ESDC estimate. 

The boast, however, seems to back up 
Lowy’s point that ESDC does not know how 
much residential construction is needed to en- 
sure the park’s upkeep. 

In total, the sale of the 500 units could reap 
Levine as much as $674 million, according to 
the lease agreement, which will be discussed at 
a public hearing next week. 

See PAYDAY on page 5 


Plug pulled on Powerplay 

Park Slope's indoor kids' gym is shut by FDNY 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city has shuttered a popular Park 
Slope sports center, citing safety prob- 
lems, forcing neighborhood children to 
forgo weekly tumbling lessons, and 
sending families scrambling to make 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklynites unleashed a flood of 
support for a 94-year-old Carroll Gar- 
dens man whose imminent eviction 
was featured on The Brooklyn Paper’s 
front page — but the man remains no 
closer to finding a place to live when he 
is kicked out of his Warren Street apart- 
ment next week 

After reading about Dominick Dio- 
mede, dozens of readers called or emailed 
their support — many offering cash to 
help the lifetime Gardens resident once 
he is forced out of his $500-a-month flat 
and into a more-expensive place. 

The story was also picked up by all 
the local news channels, plus a Ger- 
man TV crew. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Car- 
roll Gardens) was working to get 
Diomede a subsidized apartment from 
the Fifth Avenue Committee, a Park 
Slope non-profit group, but as of press 
time, a deal had not been worked out. 

But it was the support of common 
folk that touched Diomede in the days 
since his eviction was reported in these 
pages. 

“There are so many nice people out 
there trying to help,” he said. “I really 
appreciate it.” 

Diomede is being kicked out of the 
84 Warren St. building by the grand- 
children of the long-gone best friend 
who let him move in 20 years ago. 


last-minute arrangements for their chil- 
dren’s birthday parties. 

The Fire Department closed Power- 
play on Jan. 11 after an inspection re- 
vealed that the center did not have a 
sprinkler system or a permit to operate 
as a day-care center. 

And therein laid the problem: in ad- 


Diomede and that childhood pal never 
signed a formal lease, and now the 
man’s grandchildren want to evict 
Diomede and raise the rent, he said. 

Diomede’s one-bedroom apartment 
on the sunny top floor could rent for 
$2,000. 

Many readers felt the current land- 
lords — who could not be reached for 
comment — were being heartless. 

“I read the story and started gather- 
ing pledges for him,” said Luisa 
Williams, who contacted The Paper 


dition to serving its usual clientele of 
karate-kids and aspiring gymnasts, the 
Third Avenue and Seventh Street loca- 
tion was serving as the temporary 
headquarters for the Park Slope Child 
Care Collective, whose own offices 
were damaged in an October fire. 

“No good deed goes unpunished,” 


and was referred to Diomede’s social 
worker at the city Department for the 
Aging. 

The owner of Movers, Not Shakers, a 
Red Hook moving company, was the 
first to call us, offering to move all of 
Diomede’s limited possessions for free. 

And another man, Luke Primo, called 
to volunteer himself and a group of 
friends to provide the brawn for the 

“I feel like I have to do something 
for this guy,” Primo said. 


complained Fritz Jean, Powerplay’s 

Of course, it wasn’t just Jean and the 
day care center that were inconve- 
nienced by the gym’s abmpt closure. 

Clark Vines’s sixth birthday party 
had to be moved to the Brooklyn Soci- 
ety for Ethical Culture (which doesn’t 
exactly scream out fun). 

“It was kind of a shock,” said Mary 
Vines, Clark’s mother, who found out 
about the gym’s closure last Friday. 
“The party was set for the next day.” 

After panicking for an hour, Vines 
ended up renting a bouncy castle from 
Aardvark Amusements, and securing 
the Society space. 

“ft all worked out, and everyone had 
a blast,” she added. 

Clark Vines was not the only birthday 
boy left hanging. 

The mother of 3 -year-old Sidney 
Rabeck also did some emergency man- 
agement when she learned of the gym’s 
closure, just a week before what would 
have been her son’s gymnastics party. 

“I really really scrambled,” said 
Evie Rabeck, who made her Powerplay 
reservations a year in advance. 

Even worse, she only found out 
about the closure from reading the ru- 
mor-filled posts on the well-trafficked 
Park Slope Parents Web site. 

Such posts included breathless claims 
that fumes from the auto body shop that 
shares Powerplay’s building sent kids 
spilling out onto the sidewalk and later 
brought the prying eyes of the FDNY. 

Jean claimed the FDNY inspection 
was, in fact, “routine.” 

Rabeck managed to book a spot at 
Honeydew Drop Childcare Services, but 
“other parents out there weren’t as for- 

Rabeck said she’ll return to Power- 
play — should it reopen as promised 
next month. 

“I think it’s been a great resource for 
the neighborhood,” she said. “It’s not 
perfect. No place is.” 

For his part, Jean can’t wait for his 
gym to reopen either. On Wednesday, 
he was busy scheduling an FDNY re- 
inspection so he can get back in good 
standing. 

“We will do everything to make this 
right for our clients,” said Jean. “We 
will be very, very flexible, and we’ll of- 
fer refunds.” 


OUTPOURING 

Brooklyn opens its heart to an old man 



After The Brooklyn Paper's front-page story on 94-year-old Dominick Diomede 
last week, his imminent eviction became international news. Here, Diomede is 
interviewed by a crew from Channel 9. Later, German TV stopped by. 



The world's greatest game, tetherball, is now a part of Brooklyn Bridge Park (see cir- 
cle in rendering, above). Fans of the game include the writers of "Napoleon Dyna- 
mite" (inset), whose hero was a tetherball phenom. 


TETHERBALL 


THE CITY GAME IS BACK! 


This paper has taken a very principled 
stand against the waterfront condo-and-open- 
space development known as Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, but the time has come for the 
Brooklyn Angle to break 
from The Brooklyn Pa- 
per and support Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park for one 
reason and one reason 
only: tetherball. 

The other day, the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy sent out a 
glossy mailing highlight- 
ing all the recreational 
offerings their new park 
would have — and teth- 
erball was right there on 
Pier 2 (see rendering). 

Yes, tetherball — the true city game — is 
coming back to Brooklyn, the borough that, 
arguably, nurtured the greatest talents that the 
sport has ever produced (true, Leroy “Tight 
Serve” Johnson was from Fresno, but he’s 
nothing compared to Kareem Abdul Fishman 
— Midwood High School ’45! — and Ollie 
“Loop-de-loop” Carradine, the pride of West- 
inghouse High). 

Indeed, all these legends have been forgot- 
ten — but only because the city’s Parks De- 
partment, the Board of Education and Robert 


Moses’s long-powerful Office of Tetherball 
Services dropped (or, more accurately, sev- 
ered) the ball and eliminated hundreds, if not 
dozens, of tetherball courts citywide. 

“There really aren’t 
any tetherball courts in 
schools anymore,” said a 
spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Education. 

A Parks Department 
flack said the same thing 
to me — me, the great- 
est tetherball star (in- 
deed, the only tetherball 
star) ever produced by 
Ardsley High School. 
The Parks spokeswoman 
might as well have 
ripped out my heart, tied 
it to a rope and smacked it around a pole. 

You think I’m joking? You think my affec- 
tion for tetherball is just a writerly conceit, 
something to fill a column during the loath- 
some winter months between the Jets’ playoff 
loss and the Mets’ home opener? 

No, the Brooklyn Angle is truly tetherbalTs 
last great champion. When I saw the latest 
renderings of the park, my spirit soared like it 
did whenever I slammed a ball past Kenny 
“Gimpy” Kramer in fourth grade. 

See ANGLE on page 5 
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IF YOU MISS THESE 
GREAT DEALS 

DON’T BLAME US “ 


If all the running around over the Holidays has made you want to 
sit down and put your feet up, then you've come to the right place. 
Visit your local BoConcept® store now to save 20% on all living 
chairs - choose from our selection of great designs, which are sure 
to add that special something to any room. 

The Design Sale kicks off December 26, 2006 and runs through 
January 28th, 2007. Visit the store or www.boconcept.com for 
more information. 
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Cocoon chair, from $959 


.W 



Schelly chair, from $679 





BoConcept 


WHERE TO 00 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SUNDAY MONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 


January 21 


January 22 


January 24 


Peter Luger On the cheap 
ups the 
steaks 


The Culinary In 


New York City's Res- 
taurant Week begins 
today, so drop by River 


IT p 


January 25 


Lit fit 

Hometown hero and 
"A Drinking Life" author 
Pete Hamill hits the "Eat, 
Drink and Be Literary" 


January 26 




New tricks 
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et in Park Slope). $15 
(718) 768-2972 for 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 


Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 


$7 includes light refreshments. 6 
8 pm. 558 Halsey St. (718) 573-0831. 


GRAND OPENING FEBRUARY 10, 2007 
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DUMBO's handy 
thermometer 


S ome people read the thermo- 
meter to judge the tempera- 
ture. In DUMBO, we just 
check to see which end of Water 
Street is busy. 

The weather outside — which is 
supposed to be frightful this time of 
year — has been lousy. It’s been so 
hot, in fact, that not only are people 
quoting A1 Gore without irony, but 
the cherry blossoms at the Botanic 
Garden are opening up faster than a 
stripper’s bra at a bachelor party. 

But on one end of Water Street, 
the hot weather has been good 
news. At the Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory, business has been 
booming, said soda jerk Leo Camacho. 

“We’ve made about two to three times as much money this 
winter than last winter. It’s been excessively ridiculous,” he 
added with a grin. 

A few more hot days like we’ve been having and the parlor 
will lend its voice to the Bush administration’s global-warming- 
isn’t-so-bad chorus. 

But when the mercury finally took a dive these last few days, 
so did the factory’s business. Only two other women, besides 
this intrepid reporter, braved Wednesday’s 20-degree tempera- 
ture for a taste of the best chocolate chocolate chunk outside of 
Waterbury, Vermont. 

The other tables were empty, and even the employees were 
surprised to see anyone walk in the door. 

But one man’s storm cloud is another man’s silver lining. On 
the other end of Water Street, things couldn’t have been better 
for the hot chocolatiers at Jacques Torres. 

“It’s been crazy,” said Christine Collins, the store’s manager. 
“As soon as it got cold, people started coming in for the hot 
chocolate almost immediately.” 

Unlike the tables at the Ice Cream Factory, Jacques Torres’s 
were packed (two girls were even sitting in each other’s laps). 

For Collins, it was a dramatic change from a few days earlier, 
when she stood helpless as t-shirt-wearing tourists walked right 
past her shop to get their treat at the Ice Cream Factory. 

But now that it’s cold, Collins’s shivering customers are back, 
guzzling the store’s rich hot chocolate (how rich is it? It’s so rich 
that it doesn’t pay taxes, that’s how rich. Bada-bing). A cup of 
this stuff makes you feel like you’re wrapped in wool — from 
the inside. 

Like a groundhog who sees his shadow, Collins is hoping 
these “super spikes” of customers will last for a few weeks at 

“We want winter to stick,” she said, admitting that the store 
only has itself to blame for not capitalizing on everyone’s sea- 
sonally affected disorder: Jacques Torres makes ice cream sand- 
wiches, but the store doesn’t serve them in the winter, so it has- 
n’t been able to cash in on the tropical winter weather (did I just 
write that?). 

Temperatures are expected to rise and fall like Britney 
Spears’ hemline for the next few weeks, so we DUMBO insid- 
ers will be staking out Water Street instead of the Weather Chan- 
nel. At least Water Street has ice cream and hot chocolate. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

When the cat’s away the mice will play. But will the cheesecake 
suffer now that Junior's owner Alan Rosen is away on vaca- 
tion? Email The Stoop if you taste a difference in the world’s most- 
famous artery-clogger this week while Rosen is on R&R. . . . 
We’ve been hearing rumors for weeks that Greens, a kosher ve- 
gan Chinese joint on Montague Street, would soon close. A friend 
went to the restaurant to book a private party in March, but was 
told it couldn’t be done. We’ll miss the hot and spicy tofu. ... 
Looking for a healthy way to start the New Year? Visit Long Is- 
land University’s new nursing center for free treatment. The 
center, on the Downtown campus at 161 Ashland PL, offers weight- 
loss counseling and HIV testing, while other services, such as mam- 
mograms and anti-smoking programs, will start in the spring. . . . 
Now that they’ve got their street trees, folks in DUMBO are agitat- 
ing for a better subway station. The DUMBO Parents' Orga- 
nization is demanding renovations to the York Street F-train sta- 
tion and is gathering signatures on petitions at the DUMBO 
General Store (with its amazing coffee) and Half-Pint 
Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 




Order under Court 

Tubing leads riders to the tubes of the M and R subway lines' Court Street station, which is actually beneath Montague Street. 


Smell 
ya later 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Stoop is accus- 
tomed to sniffing out 
stories — but this is 
ridiculous. 

A foul smell reminis- 
cent of an over-capacity 
sewage treatment plant 
on a rainy day wafted 
over Brooklyn Heights 
early this week, prompt- 
ing residents to wonder if 
every toilet in the neigh- 
borhood had sponta- 


The truth was much 
more down to earth. 

‘It was just fertilizer,” 
said Parks Department 
spokesman Phil Abram- 
son, who explained that the 
agency had simply laid 
down a fresh coat of dung 
in Cadman Plaza Park, 
which is being rehabbed 
“It just needs a cou- 
ple of days to decom- 
pose completely and the 
smell will dissipate,” as- 
sured Abramson. 

He was right. By the 
middle of the week, 
Brooklyn Heights was 
finally back to smelling 
like a city, not a farm. 

— Christie Rizk 


Expert claims trees victims of 
'Arborslide'at Cadman Plaza 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

In a decade, a freshly reno- 
vated Brooklyn Heights park 
could be a tree graveyard, ac- 
cording to an arborist who has 
charged that a Parks Depart- 
ment contractor has irrepara- 
bly damaged scores of stately 
London plane trees in Cad- 
man Plaza Park. 

Naomi Zurcher, the certified 
arborist, contends that during 
the $2.9-million overhaul of the 
park — which included the 
placement of controversial fake 
grass to cover over a former 
dustbowl — the contractor has 
run roughshod over the trees. 

“Most root activity is in the 
upper 18 inches of soil,” ex- 
plained Zurcher. “So, when you 
drive heavy construction equip- 
ment over the soil, you compact 
it to a degree that there is no 
more oxygen and the roots can- 

Zurcher said the arbor dam- 
age didn’t stop there. 

“The contractor planted oth- 
er woody plant material — yew 
shrubs — right up against the 
trunks of the London plane 
trees,” which further sapped the 
tree roots’ ability to absorb nu- 
trients, said Zurcher. 


The Parks Department conced- 
ed that the contractor made mis- 
takes, but disputed Zurcher’s 
claim that the damage was severe. 

“We did observe equipment 
being driven over saturated soil,” 
said Phil Abramson, an agency 
spokesman. “However, numer- 
ous forestry inspections revealed 
that the trees fortunately did not 
suffer from any damage.” 

Abramson added that the 
contractor has been asked to 
move the yew shrubs away 


from the tree roots. 

Who’s right about the arbor 
damage? We won’t know for al- 

“The damage won’t show for 
another eight to 10 years,” said 
Zurcher. “The canopy will grow 
thin, and you might see a die- 
back of branches.” 

Then again, by then, the trees 
will most likely have been re- 
placed by rubber, tree-like con- 
traptions — more durable than real 
trees, and cheaper to maintain. 


Developer feeds hungry artists 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Three DUMBO artists will soon be elevated from “starving” to 
“working,” thanks to a developer with a soft spot for creative types. 

David Kramer, whose Hudson Companies is building DUMBO’s 
biggest condo tower, is looking for hungry artists to decorate the 
glass-walled plinth — and creative types outside the neighborhood 
under the Manhattan Bridge need not apply. 

“He really wants to foster a sense of community between the fu- 
ture residents of the J [Condominium] and the existing DUMBO 
artists’ community,” said a spokeswoman for the 33-story tower, 
which is at 100 Jay St. 

Kramer is putting his money where his “sense of community” is: 
Three lucky artists will not only get to display their work in his 
building, but will split a $16,000 prize. Any artist living or working 
in DUMBO can apply. — Christie Rizk 

The submission deadline is Feb. 16. For information, e-mail projectdum- 
bo@jcondo.com, or visit www.jcondo.com/projectdumbo. 



The Most 

Memorable Funeral 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


JhmVhSwi We Appreciate Your Business! 

£\R1ERI©AN “* 

HOUSEWARE rSB 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

^ 7am-l0pm weekdays, qam-lOpm weekends 


• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 
(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 


JANUARY SALE 

10%-40% OFF 

SHOES • HANDBAGS • JEWELRY 

burke talon 

COBBLE HILL WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE 

192 Amity St. (212) 812-3994 


FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 


^SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • SUBffl 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & AAAI LING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
MHpDJ Open 7 Days Til 9pm line k 


Massage Therapy foi 



1 Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

917-923-1114 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 




139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


WHO'S J 
YOUR 
DOGGY 

Premium Pet Food & Supply J 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER 718-522-5244 


RE POP 

modern 

furnishings 

primitive 

95% Recycled 

A VINTAGE WAREHOUSE 

peculiar 

collectibles 

68 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11205 

clothing 

www.repopny.com 
WED thru SUN - 11am to 7pm 

monthly 

art 

718 260 8032 

exhibitions 


PANORAMIC VIEWS! 



See our listings: basement. $1,649,000. 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 
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My Dad takes on 
the new Brooklyn 

M y father thinks Smith Street 
is for “wimps.” He doesn’t 
blame the chi-chi boutiques, 
the space-shuttle-shaped designer 
suitcase shop or the tiny eateries 
that specialize in main fishes the 
size of a newborn’s pinkie. 

That would be too easy for my 
dad, a Long-Island-raised business- 
man who intimidates the other 
businessmen on his Maryland cul- 
de-sac with his unyielding refusal 
to adhere to a regular lawn-mowing 
schedule or remove the black cow- 
boy hat that always — always — 
covers his balding pate. 

Instead, my dad found evidence for Smith Street’s declining 
tough-guy-ness at the least-likely place: the pizza parlor. 

Last week, he went into Caruso Pizzeria at Bergen Street and 
ordered up a lemon ice. He came out disappointed. 

“The wimps don’t have ices,” he said. 

My father has spent very little time in Brooklyn since 1952, 
when his parents traded a walk-up in Brownsville for a ranch in 
Valley Stream. This was his first visit back to Smith Street, now, 
of course, a hip restaurant row. In search of “real Brooklyn,” it 
was Caruso’s that had lured him in, beckoning with a dusty win- 
dow advertisement for Gino’s Italian Ice. 

A false advertisement, he learned. Apparently, the six-ounce 
cups of dyed-and-com-sweetened frozen water sell only in the 
summer. 

We tried a few other places. 

“We have ices in the winter, but we don’t have ices in the win- 
ter,” said Jerry Giardini, the owner of Giardini Pizzeria at First 
Place. (Not for nothing, but I felt like I needed Martin Scorsese 
to translate that for me.) 

Giardini was the literal and metaphorical end of the road for 
us, and the ices. My dad decided to settle with what was plenti- 
ful in winter on Smith Street: Fizzy Lizzy’s organic no-added- 
sugar lemon soda. 

But the news that Gino’s ice is harder to find than a glass bot- 
tle of organic soda hit my father hard, a strike against old, and 
closely held, misconceptions about the borough of "Goodfellas.” 
No longer could he close his eyes to the $8 ginger martinis at 
the Brooklyn Social Club and pretend that Lucchese capos did 
business there. Not only did the pizzerias not serve Italian ices, 
but the smoked gouda at the new Chop Chop grocery-boutique 
comes from Holland. 

He had come to visit his daughter in hardscrabble South 
Brooklyn only to find that the place didn’t exist anymore. 
Brooklyn had gone soft as a suede couch in a corporate suite. 

But then we passed a Laundromat with a hand-lettered sign 
that stopped my dad cold: “Please do not use the dryers if you 
did not wash your laundry here.” 

Now that pleased my dad. “At least someone around here is 
still tough,” he said. 

Then he smiled, and reminded me to double-lock my doors. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The DiMattina Field baseball diamond, on Hicks Street next 
to the BQE, is getting new spotlights to compete with the glare 
of passing traffic, said Little League sugar daddy, and neighbor- 
hood Councilman Bill DeBlasio. who helped pay for the 
$200,000 lights. What about the bocce courts, Bill? ... Who 
doesn’t love Red Hook nowadays? Even Brooklyn Academy of 
Music director Karen Brooks Hopkins — who recently won 
a big honor from France — takes her staff to 360, the fancy 
French boite on Van Brunt Street. . . . Were kids cuter in the 
1990s? Such a question may occur to you while viewing “Spon- 
taneous Combustion,” an awesome collection of film shorts di- 
rected by, and starring, a classroom of 9-year olds. This most 
adorable artifact of late- 1990s Brownstone Brooklyn is now 
showing at the Micro Museum on Smith Street. Catch it before 
it returns to the vault. ... A few months ago, we noticed an old 
synagogue on Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill that was being 
converted into a wine bar. We stopped by, but the owner brushed 
us off. Anyhoo, Caio Dunson now says he’ll open in April. 
L’ chaim! . . . File this under W for “What a Surprise”: Rep. Jer- 
ry Nodler (D-Red Hook) opposes the Bush escalation in Iraq. 
We got his press release a few hours after the president an- 
nounced his so-called troop “surge.” “What a deaf president we 
have,” Nadler said on the floor of the House. 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



Ariella Cohen 



Faster than your shutter speed 


A bus appears to be flying down West Ninth Street past the Lowe's hardware store at night. Alas, it's probably adhering 
to the posted speed limit, and, in the end, the train will get you there faster. 



The Starbucks on Smith 
Street, opening soon. 


Few complaints over Starbucks 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

That Starbucks on the comer 
of Smith and Wyckoff streets is 
expected to open on Feb. 16 — 
apparently with nary an outcry. 

Perhaps Brooklyn has 
changed or perhaps it has sim- 
ply become more addicted to 
caffeine, but so far, the incur- 
sion of the Seattle-based espres- 
so megalith has caused none of 
the existential angst that accom- 
panied prior openings on near- 
by Court Street in Cobble Hill, 
and on Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope. This time, people are 
matter-of-fact. 

“Once there are enough 
white people with laptops in a 
neighborhood, you know a 
Starbucks is next,” said Chrys- 


tal Smith, sipping a glass of 
wine at Boat across the street. 

Smith said she doesn’t go to 
the omnipresent chain — “as a 
rule” — but she knows plenty 
of “conscious people” who do. 

“It will do well here,” she 

Apparently, the latte slinger 
thinks so, too. Its new location 
will seat 25 — and project 
manager Juan Vega told The 
Stoop that the company hopes 
to put tables out front. 

As he said that, he sipped a 
coffee from, of all places, the 
Dunkin Donuts a block away. 

There is already a Starbucks 
three blocks away from the new 
location, which replaces M and 
M Discount. 

Building owner Mike Af- 
fronti, who also owns Los 


Paisanos, a mom-and-pop meat 
market and deli next door, said 
many restaurants wanted to rent 
the space. But he ended up 
choosing Starbucks because it 
would “keep the action around 
and bring new people in.” 

Starbucks has been scouting 
locations on Brooklyn’s restau- 
rant row for two years, accord- 
ing to neighborhood know-it-all 
Henry “Lord” Byron, who 
owns the Fall Cafe, a bastion of 
organic, shade-grown java near 
Union Street. 

To Byron, the encroachment 
of pumpkin spice latte onto his 
territory is a death struggle. 

“The rest of us will be killed,” 
said Byron, “because Starbucks’ 
plan is to saturate every neighbor- 
hood until its coffee shop is the 
last one standing.” 


Santana's cousin: Columbia Street ready for a paving 


The Brooklyn Papers 

At long last, life is about to get a lot 
smoother on Columbia Street. 

The concrete maker providing the final, 
smooth layer for the city’s $17-million re- 
construction of the rutted corridor will final- 
ly ship the much-needed asphalt as soon as 
this week. 

A manager at Willets Point Asphalt Cor- 
poration blamed the delays in repairing the 
vital strip, which has been as bumpy as a kid 
with poison ivy for more than a year, on a 
broken asphalt maker. 


“We had a breakdown at the plant and 
when we are down, we can’t service any- 
one,” said the plant manager, Larry Santana, 
who, by the way, is a cousin of guitar legend 
Carlos Santana. 

But with the plant up and running again, 
the new asphalt will be on the ground by 
next week — as long as the weather stays 
clear and not too cold, said a spokesman 
for the city’s Department of Design and 
Construction. 

“It should be quick from here,” said the 
spokesman, John Ryan Martine. 

The conclusion to this cement saga is 


long overdue, as everyone who has tried to 
walk, pedal or drive to the South Brooklyn 
waterfront over the last year knows all too 
well. 

Potholes the size of Vespas snare all 
wheeled vehicles, orange cones stand like 
flares on every bumpy comer, and construc- 
tion workers send trucks on new routes daily. 

“It’s an obstacle course,” said Roger 
Rigolli, a resident and business owner in the 

“The street felt like a tactical driving 
course for way, way too long.” 

— Cohen 



The Most 

Memorable Funeral 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


JhmVhSwi We Appreciate Your Business! 

£\R1ERI©AN “* 

HOUSEWARE 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

^ 7am-lODm weekdays, Qam-lODtn weekends 


• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 
(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 


JANUARY SALE 

10%-40% OFF 

SHOES • HANDBAGS • JEWELRY 

burke talon 

COBBLE HILL WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE 

192 Amity St. (212) 812-3994 


FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 


PANORAMIC VIEWS! 



206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 

See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


Renovated 4 story, 5 BR, 4 bath 
Carroll Gardens townhouse. Full 
basement. $1,649,000. 
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We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 

All repairs done on premises. 

Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm ifwcF' 


Massage Therapy for m 




139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 
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YOUR 

DOGGY 

Premium Pet Food & Supply 2 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER 718-522-5244 
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In Fort Greene, 
wearable candy 

F ort Greene has scored some new 
eye candy, and it has nothing to 
do with men or brownstones. 

It has to do with clothing. 

The retail market is bursting at the 
seams with ritzy boutiques — from 
Stuart and Wright, on Lafayette and 
South Portland avenues, to Fitted by 
the Best, at Lafayette and South El- 
liot Place. 

Add those two clothiers to stores 
like Addy and Ferro and Hot Toddie, 
and the neighborhood rivals Smith 
Street in alluring, impractical and ut- 
terly unaffordable apparel. 

A quick peek inside Hot Toddie 
this week revealed a toddler’s vest selling for $86. Sure, it was cute. 
But, was it cute enough to spit up on? Then again, who am I — 
whose last column was a bitter polemic against babies — to judge? 

Besides, isn’t that what eye candy is all about — pleasing to the 
eyes, yet beyond the everywoman’s grasp? At the very least, we can 
marvel at the beauty — before we dutifully trudge off to Daffy’s. 

That’s what Kate Lowe was doing on Tuesday, as she drifted 
through Stuart and Wright. 

“I can’t afford anything in here,” said Lowe. “But there are lots 
of pretty things to look at.” 

Agreed. And this reporter coveted every one of them: the cherry 
red baby-doll dress for $188, the blue and beige sweater for $149 
(and those were the sale prices!). 

Of course, I promptly berated myself for succumbing to the 
frivolous, materialistic, overly feminine desire to self-decorate. But 
Lowe wasn’t bitter that she couldn’t afford that bounty of sensu- 
ous, inordinately lovely couture, although she imagined her clients 
at the foster agency on the other side of Flatbush Avenue might be. 

“I’m part of the changing of the neighborhood,” acknowledged 
Lowe. “It has its drawbacks for local people. But it’s the way 

Alec Stuart, one of the store’s co-owners, is well aware that his 
store is not exactly affordable, but he’s trying to at least fit into the 
neighborhood. ‘ ‘We really try not to be pretentious,” he said. 
“That’s not what Fort Greene is about.” 

Toni Johnson, the owner of the “upscale urban” shop called Fit- 
ted by the Best, is also trying to avoid pretension, although she’s 
taking a slightly different approach: lower prices. 

In other words, you don’t have to be a hedge fund queen to 
shop there. (For the sake of full disclosure, this reporter coughed 
up $10 for a pair of sinuous brass earrings, but passed on the $350 
periwinkle sweater at Addy and Ferro.) 

All this high-end fashion in otherwise middle-end Fort Greene 
had me wondering: who is shelling out $350 for a sweater? 

“A lot of people are moving here from the city because it feels 
more like a neighborhood,” said Lauren Rosati, who works at 
Addy and Ferro. 

A neighborhood it may be, but if you’re going to shop at her 
store, make sure you ring the doorbell — so she can check you 
out, and, if you’re acceptable, buzz you in. Some neighborhood. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Believe it or not, the wonks at the Department of Trans- 
portation do sometimes agree with the community on new stop 
lights. Case in point: In response to community concerns, DOT has 
installed a long-requested stop light at Adelphi Street and Greene 
Avenue. Now, if only drivers could learn to stop on red! ... If you’re 
hot, or think you’re hot, fashion designers want you to audition next 
weekend to be a model at this spring’s Brooklyn Fashion 
Weekend Would-be male mannequins should be 6-foot to 6-foot- 
2, while their female counterparts should be taller than 5-foot-9. And 
if you have the sort of face that only a mother would love, don’t de- 
spair. Co-founder Cybele Sandy said there would also be oppor- 
tunities for hostesses and interns. The auditions are at 964 Dean St. 
(between Franklin and Classon avenues) on Jan. 20 and 27. Call 
(718) 684-4164. . . . Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries is no longer 
the covert legislator. In the month after his landslide victory for a 
Fort Greene seat last fall, Jeffries was virtually impossible to track 
down. But now, Jeffries has set up a very accessible shop in prede- 
cessor Roger Green’s old digs at 55 Hanson PI. And he has a 
working phone number, too — (718) 596-0100. Tell him The Stoop 
sent you. . . . Thanks to Bob Dole. The Stoop now feels comfort- 
able announcing the following: Erectile dysfunction sufferers, 
languish in limpness no longer! The South EUiot/Portland Compre- 
hensive Medical Center is hosting an ED screening, complete with 
free Viagra. For an appointment, call (718) 858-5088. 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



Dana Rubinstein 


Monumental job for monument 



Scaffolding now fully surrounds the Pri- 
son Ship Martyrs Monument in Fort 
Greene Park. The 148-foot Doric col- 
umn, erected in 1908, memorializes 
the 11,000 men, women and children 
who died aboard British prison ships 
during the Revolutionary War. Little re- 


pair work has been done since the 
1970s, but park officials said the $4.3- 
million renovation, launched last 
spring, will restore it to its original 
splendor. The work, scheduled to be 
completed by the fall, includes clean- 
ing and repainting the structure and 


restoring the granite plaza, crypt and 
stairs. The bronze urn on top will also 
be repaired and lighted once again. 
Also, bronze eagles will be returned to 
their original positions, guarding the 
four corners of the structure. 

— Lilo H. Stainton 



Arthur Wood, the artist who created Broken 
Angel, may soon be designing other buildings. 


Wacky "Anger builder will 
work with wackier developer 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The artist who created the Depart- 
ment of Building’s most-hated — and 
Clinton Hill's most-beloved — build- 
ing could soon be bringing his artistic 
vision (and code violations, critics 
say) to a wider audience. 

Broken Angel creator Arthur Wood, 
and his new business partner, Shahn 
Christian Andersen, want to do more 
than just rebuild Wood’s Downing 
Street ziggurat — the building out of 
which Wood was hauled by the NYPD 
last year because it had so many struc- 
tural flaws. 

“I plan on using him to design my 
future developments,” said Andersen, 
who has rebuilt or developed about a 
dozen buildings in his six-year career. 

Andersen recently emerged as the 
savior of the Broken Angel when he 
agreed to finance the conversion of the 
building-cum-sculpture into condomin- 
iums and a community space within its 
existing shell. 

Wood told The Stoop that he’s eager 
to expand his decades-long effort to 
beautify the Brooklyn skyline. 

‘Td be very happy to do [work with 
Shahn],” said Wood. “We’re both pretty 


tired of what the building industry has 
been doing to New York, with the same 
old architecture. 

“Look back at Victorian times, when 
they built houses that were beautiful,” 
said Wood. “They had a tittle pride in 
what they built.” 

After Wood’s arrest, neighborhood 
activists flocked to the artist’s aid. With 
the backing of Pratt Institute and Coun- 
cilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort 
Greene), Wood was able to make a deal 
with the Department of Buildings to 
move back in if he took down the un- 
safe upper portion of his building and 
performed other structural work. 

But Woods had no money to make 
repairs. That is, until Andersen stepped 
in. Now, supporters are thrilled that 
Wood might design other inimitable 
structures with quirky names. 

“What a great idea!” exclaimed 
Roslyn Huebener, of Aguayo and 
Huebener Real Estate. “Shahn Ander- 
sen is a visionary.” 

Andersen wouldn’t say exactly what 
projects he would be asking Wood to 
design, but hinted at “a big project for 
2008.” 

“I expect it to look more creative 
than anything Frank Gehry has done in 
30 years,” he said. 



v^SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 


Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 



All repairs done on premises. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

FIOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


JhmVhSwi We Appreciate Your Business! 
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HOUSEWARE rSB 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


JANUARY SALE 

DWKOff 

SHOES • HANDBAGS • JEWELRY 

burke talon 

COBBLE HILL WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE 

192 Amity St. (212) 812-3994 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

^ 7am-l0pm weekdays, qam-lOom weekends 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - watch your do? play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
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197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER *•' 718-522-5244 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm ilwdk 


Massage Therapy foi 





Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

917-923-1114 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 


m. 

w) 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


PANORAMIC VIEWS! 



206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 
See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


rated 4 story, 5 BR, 4 
II Gardens townhous 
lent. $1,649,000. 















Where have you 
gone, 7th Ave? 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



Nica Lalli 


W hat’s wrong with Seventh 
Avenue? The other day, I 
walked our main commer- 
cial spine and counted 20 empty 
storefronts. 

With rents edging towards $100 
a square foot — one of the highest 
rates in Brooklyn — perhaps only 
Rite Aid, Starbucks and Barnes 
and Noble can make money. 

At the same time, smaller 
stores scrimp, save and struggle 
for a few years, then give up the 
ghost. In my 10 years in the 
Slope, I have seen it happen again 

and again (remember Christopher’s? Mostly Modem? We 
Got It?) 

When I moved in, we still had shoe repair shops, butchers, 
a local wine shop with a Plexiglas cage for the cashier, and 
no places to buy a $50 t-shirt (let alone a $50 meal!). 

Times have changed. Certainly, we still want a vibrant, real 
neighborhood, but what does that even mean nowadays? I 
asked a dozen or so people and here’s what I heard: 

Topping the list was a deli: a real. New York deli that sells 
good matzoh ball soup and excellent pastrami on rye. Keep 
dreaming — I personally know one major Smith Street 
restaurateur who has the same dream, yet believes it would 
flop because who eats flanken and cholent anymore? 

More restaurants, especially affordable, ethnic spots like 
Vietnamese and Middle Eastern, also made my neighbors’ 
“must-have” list. 

Some South Slopers pushed for banks. North Slope has its 
share, but south of Carroll Street there are none (although a 
new Bank of America is supposedly coming to Ninth Street). 

Others told me they wanted a shoe repair place, but it’s an- 
other pipe dream in a world of disposable footwear. 

Lack of a butcher was another lament; we used to have 
two along the avenue, now we have none. The one on 
Prospect Park West in Windsor Terrace is always filled with 
meat-loving migrants from the Slope. Why can’t such a store 
survive on Seventh Avenue? 

This being Brooklyn, people also told me what they don’t 
want: mobile phone stores, nail salons and real-estate offices. 

We want Seventh to be both practical and frivolous. Some- 
times we want to spend $200 on a handbag, and other times 
we need dry cleaning, vegetables or office supplies. 

The bottom line is that stores will always come and go. 
But there is one thing that doesn’t change: If you like a store, 
shop there, or it’ll be gone. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture held a memori- 
al service on Jan. 7 for activist Charles Horwitz, a civil rights or- 
ganizer since 1964. Horwitz, who died in November, most recently 
served on the board of Brooklyn Parents for Peace. He will be 
missed. . . . Last week, we repotted that the Old Stone House was 
broken into. It turns out, the thief took something more valuable 
than money or old Revolutionary War dioramas: he got the House’s 
PA system, a fixture at virtually all Old Stone House events. If any- 
one wants to donate a system, or let the Old Stone House borrow 
one for a period, call (718) 768-3195. . . . You know him as a former 
aide to now Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, but 
Jay Rabinowitz has opened a bar, the Fourth Avenue Pub. 
between Bergen and St Marks Place. Rabinowitz, an inveterate 
Manhattanite, likes what he sees on the hardscrabble strip, compar- 
ing it to Amsterdam Avenue of the 1980s. . . . Education and altru- 
ism went hand in hand at the Children's School family book 
swap on Jan. 6 on First Street. Families from all over the borough 
swapped thousands of books, while the excess tomes went to li- 
braries in Kenya and New Orleans. . . . Someone found a black 
and white cat on President Street. If you’re the owner, call 
(917) 407-8595. ... Our spy spotted Doug Rushkoff having 
brunch at Beso this week. What’s the Slope’s most famous mug- 
ging victim still doing here? We heard he was moving to the 'burbs. 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrvoklynPaper.com. 



Commerce bank robbed again 


By Gersh Kuntzman 


Commerce Bank calls itself 
“America’s Most Convenient 
Bank” — but its Park Slope 
branch has given the motto 
new meaning thanks to four 
recent robbery attempts, in- 
cluding two this week. 

On Friday, Jan. 12, and on 
Sunday, Jan. 14, the Fifth Av- 
enue branch was targeted again, 
the latest robberies since the 
one-year-old branch was hit on 
Halloween and again on Dec. 
26, cops said. 

Many believe the bank keeps 
getting hit because it does not 
have thick Plexiglas separating 
customers from tellers. The 
bank refuses to talk about any 
of the crimes. 

In the first of the two most-re- 
cent attempts, the would-be ban- 
dit showed up at the bank before 
it opened (what happened to 
“convenient”?) and waited. Once 
inside, he passed a note to the 
teller, who passed back $2,340. 

The robber, whom police de- 
scribed as a 6-foot-3, 220-pound 
black man with dreadlocks, a 
mustache and a cane, fled the 
bank, limping down First Street. 

Two days later, a criminal 
with a similar look (and cane) 
arrived at the bank before it 
opened. This thief returned an 
hour later in a livery cab, en- 
tered the bank and handed the 
teller a note reading, “Give me 
$10,000 in two stacks of 20s.” 


The teller complied, but put a 
dye-pack in the bag, which ex- 
ploded as the perp left the bank. 

With the moneybag still smok- 
ing, he jumped back into the wait- 
ing cab, whose driver was so 
freaked out that he ran away. At 
this point, the bank robber slid 
into the driver’s seat and sped up- 
town on Fifth Avenue. 

The back-to-back bank burgla- 
ries have Fifth Avenue residents 


feeling, shall we say, insecure. 

“The money exploded in the 
thief’s hands in front of bank,” 
said Paul Heller, who lives near- 
by. “People on First Street, par- 
ticularly with children, are 
scared to death.” 

Heller, like others, said the 
bank’s “customer friendly” ap- 
proach — with no bulletproof 
Plexiglas, for example — is en- 
couraging robbers. He may 


have a point; NYPD Commis- 
sioner Ray Kelly has long 
blamed banks for the city’s rash 
in robberies, urging them to in- 
stall better barriers between 
tellers and customers. 

In fact, in 2003, Kelly stormed 
a bank’s grand opening to protest 
that branch’s lack of protective 
barriers. Which bank? Why, it 
was a Commerce Bank branch, 
wouldn’t you know. 



Welcome home 
to Bisou the lab 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Kensington dog lovers rejoice! Bisou has come 

The clever canine, who was believed to have been stolen 
from outside Yummy Taco on Church Avenue and East Sec- 
ond Street on New Year’s Day, found her way home this 
week to the delight of her human companions, me Blocks. 

“Bisou has come back to us, and we are so happy,” said 
Linda Block, whose heartfelt plea for Bisou’s return on 
posters all over the neighborhood caught everyone’s attention. 

The missing pooch (left) had been tied up to a post out- 
side the restaurant while Block went inside. When she 
came out, Bisou was gone. Block was convinced Bisou 
had been stolen. 

It’s unclear if she was. After all, Bisou showed up at the 
Blocks’ door this week healthy, unharmed, and wearing 
her collar. Then again, her leash was missing. 

So now for the real mystery: Who stole Bisou’s leash? 

— Christie Rizk 


y Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 


$ 

Holy Name School 

Windsor Terrace 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



( Providing a Christ-Centered Education 
to (Brooklyn’s Children since 1885 

Come discover what makes 
our schooC so speciah 
caring teachers, a diverse 
student body, a century-oCd 
tradition of academic 
eyceCCence, and a deep respect 
for Cathode vaCues. 

-<Rg6ert Hughes, <PrincvpaC 

Open fCouse ( 9 : 30-11 a.m.) 

dues., Jan. 30 ( Toddler / 

(pre-1f-Cjrade 3) 

Thurs., deb. 1 ( grades 4-5) 

Tri, Teb. 2 (grades 6-8) 


241 Prospect Park West Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 5 

(F train to Prospect Park; B69 and B75 bus) 

For information, call: 71 8-768-7629 

or visit: www.hnjbklyn.org 

Accredited 6y the IMiddCe State Association of Codeges and Schools 
Supported by the JfoCy Name Foundation 


Grades Pre-K - 8 
Toddler program (age 3) 
Spanish, art and music 
Computer/science labs 
Resource Room/Title I 
Imagine Tomorrow® 
computer classes 
After-school program 
Diocesan Aquinas honors 
program 

School bus service 
Primary and upper-school 
libraries 

School choir, chess club, 
student council 
Parish sports and scouting 
programs 

NEW in 2007: Brooklyn 
Philharmonic Residency! 



One stop shopping ^ i 


for all your 
hardware needs 



GE Light 
Bulbs 9 " 

4 Pack -$1.59 

Semi-Gloss Paint I 

1 Gallon - $9.99 

Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100 

51 7 7th Avenue (near I7ih St.) Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Mon-Fri: 7:30am ■ 5pm • • Corporate Accounts Welcome 


GROOMING* BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 


lOe Service the 
* Movie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS!* 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 


(718)258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
\ X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad I 

332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • m.mmm 


■ PERSEVERANCE 

TURNS DREAMS 

, B INTO REALITY 


The Haven For Stuttering 

offers treatment for stutterers of all ages 
utilizing proven methods for maximum satisfaction 

WE SPECIALIZE IN: WE PROVIDE: 

■ Customized Goals &Treatment Plans « Free Support Groups 

■ Bnbradng Cognitive & Behavioral Factors Refresher Sessions 

• Family Counseling • Educational Resources 


TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP. HELPING MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE! 


GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans 

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens 

9th Street Optical 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 
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Let's fight for 
a real lifesaver 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 




Matthew Lysiak 


O ur local elected officials have 
been demanding, “Save Vic- 
tory Memorial!” But Yellow 
Hooker wants to know, why stop 
with the beleaguered hospital? 

When Gourmet Grill, a health 
food restaurant at 7812 Third Ave., 
closed earlier this week, there 
weren’t any press conferences by 
local politicians trying to save the 
jobs of a dozen or so employees. 

Gourmet Grill’s motto was “Eat 
Smart, Eat Healthy,” and it prided 
itself in serving food that both tast- 
ed great and was good for you. 

Trans-fats? Gourmet Grill didn’t 
even own a fryer. This was a place that sold enough “Ginseng 
Fling” power smoothies and bison burgers to make a Williams- 
burg hipster blush. 

When I saw them hauling their patented “Chicken Lite” 
open-flame grill machine onto Third Avenue last Saturday, I be- 
gan to ask myself why Victory deserved so many would-be sav- 
iors, yet no one was rallying for Gourmet Grill — which has 
kept me under 200 pounds (give or take a few) for years. 

Certainly, a case could be made that this fledgling health food 
restaurant makes a far greater contribution to the well-being of 
Bay Ridge than Victory. Healthy eating is, after all, the first line 
of defense against so many diseases and ailments that later get 
treated, for better or worse, at Victory. 

And even some activists admit that Bay Ridge isn’t going to 
miss Victory anyway: “We have two excellent hospitals, Luther- 
an Medical Center and Maimonides,” area leader Peter Killen 
told The Brooklyn Paper recently. 

On some level, I blame myself: I never saw Gourmet Grill’s 
impending closure coming. Perhaps I should’ve noticed that the 
place was never that crowded, or that my fellow Ridgites were 
reluctant to plunk down $13.25 for veal parmigiana. 

But it’s not as if Gourmet Grill gave its short-order cook a 
$1. 1-million golden parachute like Victory’s departing CEO got 
(despite the fact that the hospital was going broke). 

Why should Victory’s incompetence should be rewarded 
when honest Bay Ridge businesses tank everyday for no reason 
other than the public’s inability to see a good thing when it’s 
grilling on a no-added-fat machine right in front of them? 

“What can I say?” one former Gourmet Grill employee told 
me. “The ‘Chicken Lite’ thing never caught on like we thought 
it would.” 

At least Gourmet Grill took its best shot. Unlike Victory’s 
managers, the people behind the “Chicken Lite” grill can walk 
away with dignity. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

See a pothole? State Sen. Marty Golden wants you to call 
his office and report it. No, really. He’s been giving out the num- 
ber — (718) 238-6044 — to everyone. . . . Looking for a hair- 
cut? The word is that Chad at Spin on Third Avenue and 78th 
Street gives the best cut in Bay Ridge — but you’d better be pre- 
pared to stand on line for him. . . . Hey Babies "R" Us ! How 
about getting rid of that ridiculous 25-cent shopping-cart fee (a 
neatness tax?) at your Bensonhurst store? The other day, a lady 
with two kids couldn’t get the machine to unlock the cart, forc- 
ing her to wait 30 minutes for a store employee to help her . . . 
Bay Ridge’s Andrew Gerardi and his band “The AGB” are 
trying to gain fame — for their pursuit of fame. They’re filming 
a pilot about a Brooklyn band trying to make it big. The filming 
is structured as a countdown to the band’s concert on Jan. 20 at 
Crash Mansion in Manhattan. . . . While rumors of Griswold's 
death abound, the owner of the Third Avenue pub says he’s stay- 
ing open. Amen, and pass the ribs! . . . Rep. Vito Fossella, one 
of the president’s staunchest New York allies, is now urging the 
now-Democratic Congress to distribute Homeland Security 
funds based only on risk. Here’s hoping the Democrats listen to 
Fossella more than his own party did when it was in power. . . . 
Kevin Carroll is the new president of the liberal group, Brook- 
lyn Democrats for Change. He beat Scott Klein by just two 
votes out of 80 cast. Recount! . . . “Don’t feed the fish. Don’t tap 
on the glass. Don’t put your hand in the tank,” says a handmade 
sign taped to a six-foot long aquarium that stands guard at meet- 
ings held at Community Board 1 1 ’s Bensonhurst offices. The 
sign is up for good reason: four imposing foot-long pacus fish, a 
relative of the piranha, five in the aquarium. Those devils have 
sharper teeth than CB 1 1 District Manager Howard Feuer. . . . 
He’s fought higher taxes and now he’ll help you do them. Golden 
said this week that his office will again provide free basic tax 
preparation this year. It’s the eighth year that Golden has of- 
fered the service at his office, which is at 7403 Fifth Ave. To get 
the financial help, call (718) 238-6044 for an appointment for a 
timeslot on any Thursday night or Saturday morning between Feb. 
1 and April 14. Oh, and one other thing: The program is only avail- 
able to residents of Golden’s district who earn less than $30,000. 
Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BwoklynPaper.com. 


Sweets for the sweet 



Just a small smattering of the samplings at the Villabate pastry shop at 71 17 18th Ave. in Bensonhurst. 


Turnstile mom could lose kid 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If you swipe the wrong 
subway turnstile, you could 
get a $60 ticket — and lose 
your child. 

A Bay Ridge mom returning 
from her first trip into Manhat- 
tan with her new baby received 
such a summons last Wednes- 
day, but was also threatened 
with having her child taken 
from her custody — all because 
she swiped the wrong turnstile 
at Herald Square. 

“I thought it was a prank,” 
said new mom Kris Belden- 
Adams, of an officer’s reaction 
when she innocently, yet 
wrongly, swiped at a handi- 
capped-accessible turnstile. 

“I was waiting for Ashton 
Kutcher to come out any 
minute and tell me I was on 
‘Punk’d.’ ” 

The day began when Bel- 
don-Adams took her 6-month- 
old daughter into the city. New 
to New York, the Kansas native 
asked the token-booth clerk 
how to enter the subway system 
with her stroller. 

“He told me to swipe my 
card, turn the turnstile, and then 
open the door,” she said. 

Going to Manhattan was 
easy enough, but coming back 
proved to be a “nightmare.” 

At Herald Square, Beldon- 
Adams noticed that the en- 
trance door had a slot to insert 
her MetroCard, so she did that 
instead of using the turnstile. 

But that slot is reserved for 
reduced-fare MetroCards. 

After she opened the door 
and pushed her stroller through, 
Beldon- Adams was accosted by 

“The guy asked me what I 
was doing,” Beldon-Adams 


said. “I was in a rush — and 
now some guy is telling me to 

“Some guy” turned out to be 
a plain-clothed transit officer 
who flashed his badge. 

“I thought the badge looked 
fake, like something you buy at 
Toys ‘R’ Us,” Beldon-Adams 
said. “I told him I was in a 

That’s when the officer, whose 
name appeared as Vessilio on the 
summons, told her that by “disre- 
specting authority,” she was risk- 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Bring them your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free (of 
asthma) — Victory Memorial 
Hospital is not dead yet. 

Sure, the Dyker Heights in- 
stitution declared bankruptcy 
and has been recommended for 
closure by a state commission, 
but hospital officials and their 
allies want everyone to know 
that Victory is still at hand. 

“I have an important an- 
nouncement to make,” Commu- 
nity Board 1 1 Chairman 
William Guarinello said to open 
a meeting last Tuesday night. 
“Victory is alive — I can’t say 
they are doing well — but they 
are moving in that direction [of 
doing well] and they need our 
support.” 


ing losing her child. 

“He told me he could call 
Child Protective Services on 
me,” Beldon-Adams said. 
“That was the point where I 
knew it wasn’t a joke.” 

Beldon-Adams pleaded with 
the officer that her mistake had 
been innocent, but the cop did- 
n’t care, she said. 

New York City Transit 
would not comment for this sto- 
ry, but one transit source was 
skeptical. 

“There had to be more to it 


Guarinello waxed poetic 
about the hospital. 

“You can ask the ambulance 
drivers and you can ask the 
nursing staff. Believe me, they 
will tell you that the hospital is 
still running.” 

Victory’s bankruptcy — and 
subsequent closure recommen- 
dation — came after reports that 
the financially strapped hospital 
gave a huge severance package 
to a departing executive. 

At the time, a spokesman for 
the 254-bed hospital said there 
would be no changes in patient 
care at Victory — but all the 
naysaying about the hospital’s 
finances and future has made 
some patients weary and has re- 
sulted in less business. 

“There has been a noticeable 
decline in patients,” said hospi- 
tal spokeswoman Cynthia Neg- 


than this lady says, because . . . 
most officers are reasonable 
people who would make a dis- 
tinction between an honest mis- 
take and someone trying to 
steal a free ride.” 

Beldon-Adams disagreed 
about the “reasonable” part. 

“It is absolutely horrifying to 
have any law situation with 
your child right there,” she said. 
“But when an authority figure 
threatens to actually take your 
child away from you, the feel- 
ing is unspeakable.” 


lia. “People think we are closed 
and we have been losing pa- 
tients — so get the word out.” 

Community Board 11 Dis- 
trict Manager Howard Feuer did 
just that, telling everyone who 
would listen about his own per- 
sonal experience at Victory. 

“I had eye surgery there re- 
cently,” Feuer said, “and I 
haven’t been fitted for a Seeing 
Eye dog yet!” 

Residents and elected offi- 
cials have been using all avail- 
able political channels to keep 
the hospital open, but Guar- 
inello reminded them that they 
still needed to vote with their 

“If you want to see it closed,” 
Guarinello said. “Don’t go, and 
it will be.” — Lysiak 


Victory Memorial to Dyker 
Heights: We're not dead yet! 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 



• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage] 


Dr. Tony is recognized a : 


of the Mini Dental Implant. 




*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
'with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 



GROOMING -BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

0 


We Service the 
* Movie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 


★ ★★★★ 

5 STAR C 


(718)258-2342 


Puppy Paradise ;Com 
2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 


Mailbox Suites 

2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 


feck K Authorized FedEx Shipping Center I 

1 Ground & Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat. @ 2pm) f 


'tSTAllBUL 

Unisex I ^ \ A £ CJN « 


Speciafizing in Stair Care 
Manicure - (Pedicure 



30 % 


Chairs for iRent 
Istan6u[ Oiair Salon 

7519 Third Avenue • Brooklyn 
tel: (718) 491-1100 


Fast Alterations 
Dry Cleaning 



Tailor J. Inc. 

278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 


STAIR LIFT 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 
FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 




DERMER 


PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Fitness Trainers 

Female Only. Wanted for new Dyker 
Heights gym for women. Call Nick at 
( 718 ) 986 - 1823 . 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

* /,r ' N n 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 
I *■’ * J , • 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 


1 supervised play 
web cams - watcn your aogpiay 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



“It’s true! Business has 
been great since I 
started advertising in 
The Brooklyn Paper.” 


The Brooklyn Paper 

(718) 834-9350 
ads@brooklynpaper.com 
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"We cannot direct the wind, 

but we can adjust the sails." 


Dumbbell lands boxer in hospital 


IL ( 


Chanie Schwartz 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™"' 

fMMWtfJ 

Financial / |nsuranceAssessm ent / Retirement Planning 
Dlanninn /College Funding /Budgeting -Gifting 

riannmg /Asset Allocation / Estate Planning 

Services /Cashflow Analysis /Wealth Accumulation 

295 Madison Avenue, NYC Call 212-661-5190 

FREE CONSULTATION! 


Certified Financial Planner" 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 


Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, ^ 

have the “Mini-Implant System" 

placed in less than two hours, 

then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedures 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans .J| 

available and Insurance coverage) 


neanng. 


*ONLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 


Cali today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www.oraldentalcare.com 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The son of a physical train- 
er at a DUMBO gym famous 
for training boxing champions 
cracked a fellow patron over 
the head with a dumbbell on 
Jan. 10, police said. 

The 26-year-old victim said he 
winked at the weightlifter before 
the brute hefted the three-pound 
barbell into his head, around 7 
pm, on the second-floor gym on 
Front Street between Main and 
Washington streets. 

Police are investigating what 
sparked the original dispute, but 
the resulting violence landed 
the victim at Lutheran Medical 
Center, where he was treated 
for a painful, swollen neck and 
the gash on his head. 

Table manners? 

Even the best addresses have 
their domestic disputes. And on 
Christmas, none the less. 

A 37-year-old woman al- 
legedly hurled a kitchen table at 
her ex-husband early Christmas 
morning inside his Columbia 
Heights apartment, police said. 

The divorcee stopped by her 
ex’s home, near Clark Street, 
shortly after midnight for a 
chat, cops said. After more than 
five hours of discussion, an ar- 
gument began. 

The war of words quickly be- 
came violent. The aggressor al- 
legedly bit her 51 -year-old for- 
mer hubby on the left arm, 
leaving him with tooth-marked 
bruises. She also hefted the table 
toward the victim, leaving him 
with a swollen and bruised leg. 

Runaway mink 

Someone swiped a fur from 
the coat check at a Lawrence 
Street bar early on Jan. 13, po- 
lice said. 

A 44-year-old patron arrived 
at the lounge, near Willoughby 
Street, shortly after midnight, 
clad in mink. When the woman 
was preparing to leave, around 
2 am, she went to fetch her fur 
— but the coat check clerk 
couldn’t find the cloak. Also 


missing was the cellphone 
stashed in her pocket. 

Hot pink heist 

A woman at a Court Street 
copy shop lost her wallet to 
thieves on Jan. 8, police said. 

The 23-year-old victim visit- 
ed the shipping and copy fran- 
chise, near Montague Street, 
around 10:30 am. She was 
working on a computer and set 
her hot pink purse on the next 
desk. When she turned to fetch 
a document from the printer, 
she discovered that someone 
had swiped her wallet, along 
with bank cards and $200. 

Crucified 

A man lost his crucifix when a 
man who may have had a gun 
robbed him on Livingston Street 
at 1 :30 pm on Jan. 8, police said. 

The 27-year-old victim was 
leaving a taco franchise with his 
22-year-old lady friend when a 
stranger appeared behind him. 
The pair crossed the street, near 
Bond Street, heading for their 
car, and the man followed. 

As the victim got into the 
driver’s seat and tried to close 
the door behind him, the thug 
snatched the car door open and 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


( 718 ) 638-3343 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

First Class 

Care 


Day 


at 167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2 - 6 

Fully Air Conditioned 


✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


/ Indoor Gym 
/ Integrated Program 
V Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 
/ Reading Readiness 
/ Safe and Nurtuing t 
/ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 Stl johns Place 

638-6583 


vw.parkslopeshul.org 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. -596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
www.bnaiavraham.com 

Candle 


Vaera 

Fri, January 19, before 4:39pm 

Bo 

Fri., January 26, before 4:47pm 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 


KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Office of Continuing Education 


Kingsborough Community College offers Continuing Education 
programs that are unique, exciting and very rewarding. 

Check out some of the programs aimed at: 

► Career-oriented adults ► Improving your English (ESL) ► Healthcare Industry Careers 

► High School Equivalency (GED) ► REGENTS, PSAT and SAT Test Preparation 

► College For Kids program designed for 7-12 year-olds 

► Becoming a New York City Medallion (HACK) Taxi Driver 

► Fulfilling personal and professional development goals 

76 e*e rA MMHettUtujf fa euoufrme fam Accountfaf fo tyocfa&teA. 

Here is a small sampling of some of the courses being offered this Winter: 

Phlebotomy • EKG Tech. • Pharmacy Tech. • Patient Care Tech. • Medical Billing & Coding • 
Clinical Medical Asst. • Medical Admin. Asst. • Keyboarding • Accounting • Writing • Real Estate • 
Insurance • Child Care • Yiddish Film • Yoga • Pilates • Yogalates • Dance • Self-Defense • 

• Swimming • Aquasize • Lifeguarding • Drawing • Chess for Kids • Tennis • Soccer • Magic 

For more information or a FREE catalog - Call: 718/368-5052 


1. BY PHONE: (718) 368-5050 Mon. - Fri. 9:30 am - 4:30 pm (Have your VISA or MasterCard ready) 
fcj. E 0 2. BY FAX: (718) 368-5200 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

* aVS Jer\ 3. IN-PERSON: Days, Evenings and Weekends Call (718) 368-5052 for registration schedule or a FREE catalog 

Reg ,sl 

4. ON-LINE: www.kbcc.cuny.edu click on Continuing Education VISA or MasterCard accepted 


Continuing Education at Kingsborough Community College 
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 • Tel: (718) 368-5052 • www.kbcc.cuny.edu 


POLICE BLOTTER 


grabbed him by his chest. 

“I’m gonna pop you,” he in- 

The bmte yanked him from 
the car, knocking his gold chain 
to the pavement in the process. 
With his hand in his pocket — 
as if holding a gun — the thief 
grabbed the necklace from the 
ground and ran off. 

D’town snatch 

A young woman lost her purse 
to a swift thief on Schermerhom 
Street on Jan. 8, police said. 

The 22-year-old was stand- 
ing near Third Avenue, around 
11:45 am, when a stranger ran 
by and grabbed the bag. The 
thief bolted north, toward Flat- 
bush Avenue, before she could 
get a good look at him. 

The bag held a half-dozen 
credit cards and $100. The rob- 
ber also scored four pieces of 
her jewelry. 

Tunes stolen 

A thief scored an iPod, CDs 
and other accessories when he 
robbed a woman at the Clark 
Street subway station on Jan. 6, 
police said. 

The mugger snatched two 
shopping bags from the vic- 
tim’s hands as she waited inside 
the station, at Henry Street, 
around 2 pm, and ran off. The 
bags held an iPod, two CDs, an 
iPod carrying case, earphones 
and other equipment. 

Bogus barrister 

Court officers arrested a man 
in Brooklyn Supreme Court on 
Jan. 16 for impersonating a 
Long Island attorney in a $4- 
million property deal and other 
cases over the past year, sources 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 

McRobbery 

A fast food chain on Hamilton 
Avenue near West Ninth Street 
was robbed on Jan. 14. 

The thief walked into the burg- 
er joint around 1 :30 pm, pulled 
out a black handgun and ap- 
proached the counter, cops said. 

“Get the manager and every- 
thing will be okay,” he alleged- 
ly told the clerk. “Don’t make 
me shoot everyone in here.” 

The counter worker ignored 
the robber’s request for a senior 
employee and emptied the cash 
register himself. Once he had 
$380 in hand, the gunman bolt- 
ed from the restaurant, heading 
toward Red Hook, cops said. 


Ah, sarcasm 

You could call it overkill — or 
over-mug, to be more precise. 

A pair of thugs with a knife 
and an attitude robbed a man on 
Dekalb Avenue of his phone 
and $9 on Jan. 12, police said. 

The 29-year-old victim was 
walking near the comer of 
Washington Park when the two 
thieves passed him, heading the 
other direction, around 9:40 
pm. But then the strangers 
stopped, turned around, and 
walked back toward the victim. 

“Hey, let me ask you some- 
thing,” one said before pulling 
out a knife. “Empty your pock- 
ets,” the armed man now insisted 

The victim complied, and the 
thieves ran off. One called 
back, “Stay safe,” as they ran 
west on Dekalb Avenue, toward 
Carlton Avenue. 

No holiday 

Someone cut through a wall 
to steal cash and a computer 
from a business at Long Island 
University while the college 
was closed for the Christmas 
break, police said. 

The sandwich shop on the 
third floor of a University Plaza 
building, near Flatbush Avenue 


Extension, was burglarized be- 
tween Dec. 22 and Jan. 8, police 
said. When the 45-year-old own- 
er returned, he found a section of 
the wall sliced open, and a Gate- 
way computer and $50 missing. 

Not grand 

A quick-acting thief stole 
nearly $1,000 from a woman 
outside an Adantic Avenue mall 
on Jan. 10, police said. 

The 23-year-old victim had 
been standing near the comer of 
Flatbush Avenue just before 8 
pm when she placed her pock- 
etbook atop her shopping cart 
to make a telephone call. 

With her attention diverted, 
the thief moved in, swiping the 
bag and running off. 

Mall guards are now review- 
ing the security video to see 
who was involved. The pocket- 
book contained a pink wallet, 
which held a $76 Metrocard, 
bank and credit cards, and 
$956. 

HS heist 

A laptop disappeared from a 
locked classroom at Brooklyn 
Technical High School that had 
been left unattended for only a 
few minutes on Jan. 12, police 

The owner of the Power- 
book, a 50-year-old teacher, 
said he left the unit on his desk 
when he went to the restroom, 
shortly before 10 am. 


But locking the door didn’t 
stop the thief at the school, 
which is on Fort Greene Place 
near Dekalb Avenue. Apparent- 
ly, the lock wasn’t adequate; the 
victim said he reported prob- 
lems with the device to his su- 
pervisor twice last fall. 

Jewelry taken 

A Clinton Avenue resident 
lost $750 worth of jewelry and 
electronics to a thief who broke 
in on Jan. 9, police said. 

The 33-year-old victim left 
her home, near Willoughby 
Street, around 8:30 pm. When 
she returned the next day, she 
discovered that a bedroom win- 
dow in back was open and her 
32-inch television, Xbox 360 
game, and two items of name- 
plate jewelry were gone. 

Love, gems lost 

Talk about a holiday from 
hell. A 31-year-old woman re- 
turned from a five-week vaca- 
tion to find her husband gone 
from their Willoughby Street 
home — along with jewelry 
valued at more than $5,000, po- 
lice said. 

The woman left their apart- 
ment, near Ashland Place, 
around 9 pm on Dec. 6. When 
she returned on Jan. 13, her 
hubby was gone, along with a 
$2,000 Gucci ring, and a 
Tiffany gold chain, with pearls, 
valued at over $3,000. 


• Local & Long Distance Services ___ 

• Airport Transportation Atlantic City, 

1 1 Foxwood and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
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Beloved barber locked in bathroom, robbed 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Now this ain’t right. 

A beloved old barber, who 
runs his own shop on Seventh 
Avenue, was robbed by a man 
pretending to be a Con Edison 
worker on Jan. 9. 

At just before 4 pm, the man 
entered the Clover Barbershop, 
at 11th Street, and told barber 
Ercole Riccardelli, “I need to 
see the basement.” 

Riccardelli told cops that the 
man was wearing what looked 
to be a “Con Ed” patch on his 
blue jacket and he had no rea- 
son to be suspicious because 
Con Ed had called earlier in the 
day to tell Riccardelli that a 
worker would be stopping by. 

But instead of heading to the 
basement, the man forced Ric- 
cardelli into the bathroom and 


POLICE BLOTTER 


stole $620 from his pocket. He 
then locked the stylist in the 
bathroom while rummaging for 
more cash, though the thief 
found nothing except some old 
Italian jewelry of sentimental 
value only. 

Eventually, he freed his vic- 
tim and fled with the cash. Ric- 
cardelli, who lives in the build- 
ing, was not harmed, but could 
not, unfortunately, give cops a 
good description of the thug. 

“I really don’t feel too good 
about the whole thing,” Ric- 
cardelli told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per. But he vowed to stay open. 

He said he was last robbed 
“a few years ago.” 
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Financial / |nsuranceAssessment / Retirement Planning 

Dlanninn / College Funding /Budgeting -Gifting 

mining /Asset Allocation / Estate Planning 

Services /Cashflow Analysis / Wealth Accumulation 

295 Madison Avenue, NYC Call 212-661-5190 

ave5tedinterest@verizon.net FREE CONSULTATION! 

| Certified Financial Planner" | CFP' 



January 07 invites 
you to join the 
Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture . . . 




January 14: 11AM “Dr. MLK Jr. Legacy “All Ages Civil 
Rights Festival” join us to make art, drama, poetry on civil rights 
themes; followed by “Eyes on The Prize” films shown from 
12:30pm 

January 15: 2-5pm “Slain Black Men: Dr. MLK, Jr. to Now”: 

BSEC Community Forum; guest speaker, Richard Greene, 
renowned community educator and activist; co-founder Crown 
Heights Youth Collective 

January 21: “Walking Our Talk” Lisel Burns 
January 28: “Community Education Reform” Jitu Weusi; 
February 10: SAVE The DATE 7pm Marriage Equality 
Benefit Pot Luck Valentine’s Party; wear past, present, future 
wedding attire; $15, bring 3 unused presents to raise funds for 
BSEC Family programs & JustMatrimony.org project. 


Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
53 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn NY 1 1215 
(718) 768-2972 • (718) 783-2298 • bsec.org 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

n 7am-iODm weekdays, Qam-iOpm weekends 


• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Unholy theft 

And on the sixth day, the 
perp robbed a church school. 

A laptop computer and a 
boom box were stolen from a re- 
ligious school on Union Street 
on Jan. 13 after a handyman 
slipped out for just 20 minutes to 
go to a nearby hardware store. 

When he returned at 1 :30, he 
found the front glass door had 
been smashed and the equip- 
ment missing. 

The school, which is bet- 
ween Eighth Avenue and Pros- 
pect Park West, also lost $42. 

Tough parking 

A fight over a parking space 
along busy Sixth Avenue on 


Jan. 12 left one woman in the 
clink and another bloodied. 

Police said that a woman 
was parking her car on the av- 
enue, near 14th Street, when 
another woman started scream- 
ing that she was taking her 
space. With her verbal warning 
not working, the woman reach- 
ed into the car and punched her 
mobile adversary, causing a 

Cops arrested the 29-year- 
old woman and charged her 
with assault. 

Night invasion 

A man lost his laptop com- 
puter when a burglar sneaked 
into his 10th Street apartment 
while he slept on Jan. 11. 

The victim told cops that he 
was snoozing at around 2:30 
am when the burglar forced 
open the front door of his flat, 


which is between tony Eighth 
Avenue and tonier Prospect 
Park West, and helped himself 
to the computer. 

A neighbor said he heard 
nothing, as well. 

Schlock lock 

Yet another gym rat had his 
locker broken into last week. 

In what seems to be a week- 
ly Police Blotter tradition, the 
latest victim had secured his be- 
longings in a locker at the 
Prospect Park YMCA on Ninth 
Street at around 9:30 pm on 
Jan. 9, cops said. 

While the indoor athlete did 
his normal routine, someone 
broke his lock and took his wal- 
let, which held just $3 and cred- 

By the time the Eastern 
Parkway man voided his cards, 
they’d already been used to ring 


up $600 in goods at a nearby 
Home Depot, cops said. 

Crack job 

A crack addict armed with 
nothing but a finger tried to rob 
two Fifth Avenue drugstores 
within a few minutes of each 
other in the afternoon of Jan. 
10. 

Police say the drug user en- 
tered the first store, which is at 
10th Street, simulated having a 
gun with his digits, and told the 
counter worker, “This is a hold- 
up. Just give me all the money.” 

The clerk didn’t give over 
any money, and the man fled. 

But just a few doors uptown, 
the man found another drug- 
store that looked promising. 
Again, he entered, simulated 
the pistol and announced a 
stickup. Again, the clerk re- 
fused to give him any money. 


By this time, cops respond- 
ing to the first attempted rob- 
bery showed up and arrested 
the 37-year-old man at the sec- 
ond drugstore. 

The perp didn’t have any 
cash on him, but he did have a 
crack pipe, police said. He was 
charged with two counts of rob- 
bery, menacing and criminal 

Baby blues 

Yet another mom has had her 
handbag stolen off the top of 
her stroller while she shopped. 

In the latest case, a woman 
was browsing the aisles in the 
basement of a popular Seventh 
Avenue bookstore on Jan. 10 at 
around 12:30 pm. She drifted 
away from her baby stroller for 
just long enough for a bandit to 
remove the wallet from her 
handbag and slip away. 


"We cannot direct the windy 

but we can adjust the sails." 


Park Slopers ask: Who are we? 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Will Park Slope be able to 
retain its diversity amid the 
“tsunami” of money flooding 
into the chi-chi nabe? Was 
there ever any diversity? And 
what is diversity anyway? 

Such navel-gazing quan- 
daries — which form the neu- 
rotic core of every Park Slop- 
er’s existence — will be 
examined this Sunday at a 
roundtable hosted by the 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange, fea- 
turing the more opinionated 
members of the less-than-de- 
mure Park Slope crowd. 

Take Chris Owens, the 
would-be Congressman and 
longtime Big Man on Slope. 
He’s skeptical that there is — or 
ever was — much diversity in 
the neighborhood. 

“The Park Slope I remember 
as a child was dominated by Irish 
and Italians and had a large 
amount of racism in it,” said 
Owens, the child of a Jewish 
mother and African-American fa- 
ther who grew up on the Prospect 
Heights side of Flatbush Avenue. 

Of course, Owens pointed 
out, diversity is not all about 
race. It’s also about socioeco- 
nomics. 

Pauline Toole, who’s been 
living in the Slope since 1991 
and works for a public employ- 
ees union, seconded that notion: 

"Today, the property values 
are such that families like ours, 
people who have reasonable but 
not gargantuan salaries, can’t 
afford to live here.” 

But Toole’s perspective isn’t 
totally a downer. 

"The Slope is more accept- 
ing of cultures now than in the 
past, in part because of the les- 
bian, gay and bisexual commu- 


Correction 

A recent article about speed 
humps (“No drama over Park 
Slope humps,” Jan. 6) misiden- 
tified the 13th Street block as- 
sociation leader who led the 
charge to install the speed-re- 
ducing humps. She is Josefina 
Sanfeliu. The Brooklyn Paper 
regrets the error. 


nity here,” she pointed out. Toole. “So the fact that we have includes the liberal Owens; the discussion promises to be 

And — all snark aside — di- an awareness that we want to liberal Toole; Toole’s liberal broad-ranging, 

versity is pretty important. keep diversity, that’s a good goal.” husband, Gene Russianoff, who "/ am Park Slope, " Brooklyn 

“We’ve seen cultures, like in Considering the ethnic, so- heads the Straphangers Cam- Arts Exchange (421 Fifth Ave., at 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, disintegrate cio-economic and political di- paign; and the liberal Susan Fox Eighth Street), Jan. 21, 6 pm. 

over minuscule differences,” said versity of the lineup — which of Park Slope Parents — the (718) 832-0018, www.bax.org. 
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The wallet contained $300 
and various credit cards. By the 
time the Sunset Park woman 
cancelled the cards, the thief 
had rung up $700 in items from 
a chain drugstore next door to 
the chain bookseller. 

Lock the door 

A woman who forgot to lock 
her front door had her iPod and 
wallet taken off her coffee table 
by a thief who quiedy followed 
her inside her Warren Street 
apartment on Jan. 7. 

The woman entered the 
building, which is at Fourth Av- 
enue, at just after 1 1 pm and 
closed the door behind her. She 
told cops that the criminal must 
have seen the popular digital 
music device and her wallet sit- 
ting on the coffee table, so he 
let himself in and took them. 

Grasp for air 

A woman who parked her 
Honda Civic on Berkeley Place 
on Jan. 4 returned several days 
later to find that the car had had 
its airbags ripped out. 

The car had been parked be- 
tween Eighth Avenue and Plaza 
Street West. 

Cops say the airbags are 
worth $2,000 on the black mar- 
ket. 
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Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 

638-6583 


# Cong. B’nai Jacob 

' Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 

718-832-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

71 8-875-91 24 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 5964840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 

Candle ; a 
Lighting^ 

Vaera 

Fri., January 19, before 4:39pm 

Bo 

Fri., January 26, before 4:47pm 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 


Now is the Time 
Make the decision that will change your life. 

The Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss Institute 

Open House 

Featuring: 

George S. Ferzli, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Chair of the Department of Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center 
New York Magazine’s “Top Doctors, 1998-2006” 

Armando E. Castro, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Vice Chair of the Department of Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center 

COME SEE IF SURGICALLY ASSISTED WEIGHT LOSS IS RIGHT FOR YOU 

• MEET OUR SURGEONS AND THE BARIATRIC TEAM 

• FIND OUT ABOUT SURGICALLY ASSISTED WEIGHT LOSS OPTIONS 

• DETERMINE IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY 

• HEAR STORIES FROM ACTUAL PATIENTS 

• LEARN ABOUT THE SUPPORT SERVICES WE OFFER 

Lutheran Medical Center is proud to be named a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence 
by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery while holding a Level 1 Accreditation from the American College of Surgeons. 

,th 


Thursday, February 8 , 6 - 8 p.m. 

Lutheran Medical & Dental Staff Auditorium 
150 55 th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 

For information or directions call 718-667-8100 
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Don’t let strangers into your home 


By Dana Rubinstein 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


An elderly Bay Ridge 
woman should replace her 
“welcome” mat with a “be- 
ware of dog” sign after getting 
robbed by two seemingly in- 
nocent young women she ush- 
ered into her apartment. 

The 83-year-old Ovington 
Avenue resident opened her 
door on Jan. 6 at 1 1 am to two 
young women asking for a pen 
and paper. 

“I’m here to see your neigh- 
bors, but they’re not home,” 
said one of the ladies. “Can I 
leave a note?” 

The kind old lady said yes, 
and one of the younger women 
sat down at her kitchen table 
and began to write. The other 
wandered through the bedroom 
in the old woman’s apartment, 
which is near Third Avenue. 

The note-writing team didn’t 
leave empty-handed, having 
snagged $350 in cash and jew- 
elry valued at $500. 

Sick vet robbed 

It was a bad day that only 
got worse for one elderly lady 
at the beleaguered hospital on 
92nd Street and Seventh Av- 

The 75-year-old veteran had 
gone in for X-rays, but when she 
returned to the examination 
room, she discovered that some- 


one had reached into her purse 
and stolen her wallet — even 
though the bag had been stored 
in a drawer near the bed. 

In addition to the wallet itself, 
the victim lost $60, credit cards, 
plus her veteran’s ID card. 

She didn’t report the Decem- 
ber crime until Jan. 9, when 
Citibank informed her that 
someone had used her card at a 
hardware megastore in Gowa- 

Snatchtop 

A quick errand on Jan. 9 
ended miserably for two young 
women who returned home to 
find their front door cracked 
open and thousands of dollars 
in electronic equipment miss- 
ing. 

When the roommates, ages 
25 and 22, returned to their 
apartment on Eighth Avenue, 
near 62nd Street, at 7 pm, they 
discovered that a $1,000 Acer 
laptop, a $700 Dell laptop, a 
$350 Kodak digital camera, a 
$500 black Gucci watch, a 
$200 Coach silver watch, and a 
$20 Samsung phone had been 
swiped. 

D-man attacked 

A deliveryman taking food 
to an Ovington Avenue address 
was attacked and robbed by 15 
thugs on Jan. 9. 

The 17-year-old victim was 
heading towards the home, 
which is near Ridge Boulevard, 
when the gang approached, 
menaced, and made off with 
$125 and a $50 wallet. 


Pickpocketed 

Two men grabbed a teen 
walking on Colonial Road on 
Jan. 9 and grabbed his cell- 
phone right from his hand. 

The 16-year-old victim was 
near the comer of 79th Street at 
4 pm when the two pickpockets 
struck. The police later caught 
both perps, one a minor. 


62nd Precinct 


No bargain 

A woman trying to save 
money at a Bay Ridge Avenue 
99-cent store ended up getting 
the exact opposite result: she 
was pick-pocketed while wait- 
ing on line. 

The woman was shopping 
on Jan. 7 at 4 pm at the store, 
which is located at Bay Park- 
way, when the thief unzipped 
her backpack and stole her wal- 
let, police said. 

The victim lost $600, plus 
debit and credit cards. Unfortu- 
nately, no one got a good look 
at the bandit, who fled quickly. 

Reunion 

A Bensonhurst man came 
home from a family reunion to 
find his apartment on West 
Fourth Street broken into and 
ransacked. 

The man had returned with 
his family on Jan. 14 at 3 pm to 
find the bathroom window 
pushed in and their possessions 
scattered around the apartment, 
police said. 


The thieves used the fire es- 
cape to get into the apartment, 
which is located near Avenue 
O. The perps took $1,100 and 
left through the front door. No- 
body saw or heard the burglars 

Making tracks 

A popular national subma- 
rine sandwich chain on Bay 
Parkway lost its cash register to 
crooks who broke in on Jan. 11 
at 10 pm. 

The thieves broke into the 
sandwich place through the 
front entrance after clipping the 
front gate locks, police said. 

The crooks took the entire 
cash register and fled from the 
eatery, which is near 62nd 
Street. According to the store- 
owner, there was an unknown 
amount in the register. Nobody 
got a good look at the thugs as 
they ran off. 

Mugging victim 

A woman was mugged on 
Jan. 9 while walking on 64th 
Street towards her house. 

The woman was near 24th 
Avenue at around 4:40 pm 
when two thieves ripped her 
purse out of her clutches. She 
later told cops that she never 
saw them coming. 

The muggers — both men 
— fled with $258, plus her 
credit and debit cards. 

Home burg 

A woman returned home 
early one morning to find a 
messy home — and more than 
$2,000 in cash and electronics 
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Continuing Education at Kingsborough Community College 
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 • Tel: (718) 368-5052 • www.kbcc.cuny.edu 
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KEY TO THE CRIMES 

iPod-like device taken 


Robbery Armed robbery 


*^ P 


missing. 

The victim came home on 
Jan. 10 at 8:45 am and immedi- 
ately noticed that something 
was wrong in the house, which 
is located on 17th Avenue near 
73rd Street. 

Burglars had entered through 
the rear door, broke the lock 
and ransacked the place, police 

The mess only temporarily 
concealed the crime: The 
thieves ran off with $1,900, 
plus electronics and jewelry. No 
witnesses saw the crooks. 

Coat of harms 

A man was mugged in the 
wee hours of Jan. 13 on 86th 
Street, cops said. 

The victim had just left an 
all-night store, which is near 


20th Avenue, at 3 am when he 
was set upon by two muggers. 

One of the men demanded, 
“Give me your coat,” but when 
the victim refused, he was 
punched. In the ensuing scuffle, 
the man was knocked to the 
ground, where the crooks rifled 
his pockets and took $500, cops 

Kung fu fighting 

A Chinese food deliveryman 
received more than just a tip af- 
ter delivering to an apartment 
building on 85th Street. 

The man was waiting in the 
vestibule to be buzzed in just af- 
ter 10 pm on Jan. 10 when a 
teenager grabbed him from be- 
hind and put him in a chokehold. 

The thug forced the worker 
to the floor and stole $200 from 


him before fleeing the building, 
which is near 16th Avenue. 

D train! D train! 

A high school student was 
attacked for his portable video 
game while waiting for the D 
train on Jan. 12. 

The New Utrecht High School 
student was waiting at the New 
Utrecht Avenue station, which is 
near 79th Street, at 12:30 pm 
when a thug asked to see his 


Sony Playstation Portable. 

When the student resisted, 
the thug threatened to hit him if 
he didn’t comply. When the 
teen handed over the popular 
game device, the thief took it 
and ran onto the train, which 
had just pulled in, police said. 

Cops said the crook once 
went to the same high school as 
the victim, and was recently re- 
leased from jail. 


Dems to Fossella: You're 


going down ... this time! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Democratic Party — 
which failed to do even basic 
behind-the-scenes work for its 
candidate in 2006 — now 
says it will go after Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) with 
a vengeance in 2008. 

The powerful Democratic 
Congressional Committee — 
or the “D triple C,” as it’s 
known in politico parlance — 
announced via its blog that the 
city’s only Republican con- 
gressman has been targeted for 
elimination in the next election. 

“We will aggressively work 
in districts targeting ethically 
challenged incumbents like . . . 
Vito Fossella,” read the an- 
nouncement posted on the 
Stakeholder, the DCCC’s blog. 

The implication of the an- 
nouncement is clear: Whoever 
mns against Fossella in 2008 



will be flush with the very 
cash and volunteers that the 
DCCC spent elsewhere in 
2006. 

For Steve Harrison, the De- 
mocratic lawyer who ran 
against Fossella last time, 
the DCCC salvo is espe- 
cially bittersweet. 

Harrison spent most 
of the election fruit- 
lessly trying to per- 
suade the national 
party to get involved 
in his race. Yet despite 
his tiny war chest and 
lack of national sup- 
port, Harrison got 43 
percent of the vote. 

“Fossella should have 
been targeted [in 2006], 
and the results show that,” 
said Harrison. “Had the dis- 
trict been targeted in 2006, the 
results may have been differ- 

Harrison isn’t sure if he will 


Now is the Time 
Make the decision that will change your life . 

The Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss Institute 

Open House 

Featuring: 

George S. Ferzli, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Chair of the Department of Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center 
New York Magazine’s “Top Doctors, 1998-2006” 

Armando E. Castro, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

. Vice Chair of the Department of Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center 


COME SEE IF SURGICALLY ASSISTED WEIGHT LOSS IS RIGHT FOR YOU 

• MEET OUR SURGEONS AND THE BARIATRIC TEAM 

• FIND OUT ABOUT SURGICALLY ASSISTED WEIGHT LOSS OPTIONS 

• DETERMINE IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY 

• HEAR STORIES FROM ACTUAL PATIENTS 

• LEARN ABOUT THE SUPPORT SERVICES WE OFFER 


Lutheran Medical Center is proud to be named a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence 
by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery while holding a Level 1 Accreditation from the American College of Surgeons. 

Thursday, February 8 th , 6-8 p.m. 


Lutheran Medical & Dental Staff Auditorium 
150 55 th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 

For information or directions call 718-667-8100 
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mn again, but he acknowl- 
edged that the DCCC’s deci- 
sion will “definitely enter into 
the calculation.” 

Like Harrison before them, 
national Democratic leaders 
now say they will focus on Fos- 
sella’s alleged — and admitted 
— ethical lapses. 

During the last campaign, for 
example, the five-term con- 
gressman came under fire for 
using campaign funds for per- 
sonal pleasure trips to the Lodge 
in Vail and the Bellagio Hotel 
and Casino in Las Vegas. 

He also improperly used the 
Sesame Street characters Elmo 
and Rosita in a campaign mail- 


“The 2006 cycle proved that 
ethics matters to average vot- 
ers,” the DCCC blog continued. 

Meanwhile, Fossella’s camp 
fired back with some sharp- 
edged political rhetoric of its 

“The people of Brooklyn are 
more sophisticated than these 
political hatchet-men from 
Washington think,” said a Fos- 
sella campaign spokesperson. 

“Brooklyn residents know 
that Vito is fighting for their 
priorities by keeping our nation 
safe, reducing taxes and pro- 
tecting Social Security and 
Medicare.” 


A high ‘Strike’ 
by the Cyclones 


And now playing for the 
Brooklyn Cyclones — hun- 
dreds of kids. 

The team that brought base- 
ball back to Brooklyn will 
sponsor 60 youth league teams 
this summer, donating uni- 
forms, caps and other equip- 
ment as part of a program 
called STRIKE (Striving To 
Restore and Improve Kids 
Equipment). Winning teams 
will wear a Cyclones uniform 
all season (see inset). 

“We hope nearly every 
youth league in Brooklyn will 
have a Cyclones team and that 
every kid in the league will 



want to be a Cyclone,” said 
Cyclones GM Steve Cohen. 

To apply, call (718) 449- 
8497, or email info@brook- 
lyncyclones.com with the 
subject line "uniforms. " The 
deadline is Feb. 9. 
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Verizon says 
it's clean in 
toxic spread 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Verizon has cleared the air about reports that cancer-causing 
toxins seeping into the site of a future Whole Foods supermarket 
along the Gowanus Canal came from its property a block away. 

“It’s definitely not from our site,” said company spokesman John 
Bonomo, citing air-quality tests conducted on Dec. 29 at Verizon’s 
First Street site. 

“Environmental scientists found absolutely no benzene,” he 
added. "Atmospheric readings were normal.” 

The telecommunications giant tested the site when workers filed 
a complaint after The Brooklyn Paper revealed that crews cleaning 
up Whole Foods’ site on Third Avenue and Third Street told state of- 
ficials that the Verizon property was “the likely source” of under- 
ground contaminants. 

Verizon’s clean air test results had workers at the site breathing 
easier this week, though local union leaders want soil testing as well. 

‘We need to keep investigating until all questions are answered,” 
said Local 1109 president John Dempsey. 

Traveling plumes of contaminated groundwater are common in 
areas where industry once thrived. Last year, for example, Keyspan 
detected benzene-laced groundwater traveling west towards hip 
Smith Street from a former gas production plant at Fourth Street and 
the canal. 

In true Park Slope fashion, however, attendees of the Jan. 4 Park 
Slope Civic Council meeting cared more about traffic that the upscale 
megastore — with its 420-car parking lot — will bring to the area. 

‘We want to cut the traffic in our neighborhood and you seem to 
be encouraging people to drive,” Civic Council President Lydia 
Denworth told Whole Foods representatives. 

Denworth and others called for a taxi drop-off area at the store 
and a shuttle service from distant subway stations along Fourth Av- 
enue at Union Street or Ninth Street. 

Whole Foods has promised to offer home delivery to cut down 
on the traffic to the store. 

"The experts are telling us that traffic will not be an issue,” said 
David Ball, a traffic engineer working with the company. Ball added 
that they expect 1,500 cars per day, not 1,500 per hour, as some ex- 
perts predicted. 


PAYDAY... 

Continued from page 1 

City officials said this week that it would have been difficult to 
bar Levine from the J-51, a tax break routinely awarded to develop- 
ers who renovate old buildings, such as the former Jehovah Witness 
bible shipping facility at 360 Furman St. 

“But [the abatement] could have been used as leverage,” said Evan 
Thies, spokesman for Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

When he purchased the bunker-like structure for $200 million in 
2004, it was zoned only for industrial uses. By agreeing to include it 
the state park-and-condo plan, Levine was able to skip a costly rezon- 
ing process — and market his development as a Battery Park City-like 
waterfront community using images of the state’s $130-million open 
space development in exchange for the “park” payments. 

A public hearing on the lease for Robert Levine's building will be 
held on Jan. 29 at 6 pm at 5 Metrotech (between Jay Street and 
Flatbush Avenue Extension). Call Community Board 2 at (718) 596- 
5410 for information. 



The dirt on IKEA’s dirt 


State of the city 


College of Technology in Downtown on Wednesday, lauded 
two of Brooklyn's most controversial projects — Atlantic 
Yards and the waterfront condo-and-open-space develop- 
ment commonly called Brooklyn Bridge Park. He dubbed 
Bruce Ratner's 16-skyscraper-and-arena project "the most ex- 
citing private development Brooklyn has ever seen." He also 
gave a mayoral nod to "the Burmese python named 'Fanta- 
sia' at the Brooklyn Children's Museum," and the impending 
renovation of the New York Aquarium in Coney Island. 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The mystery of the missing 
rubble at the IKEA construc- 
tion site in Red Hook grows. 

The Swedish furniture and 
meatball giant claims that 
someone stole 250 tons of con- 
struction debris from its prob- 
lem-plagued site on Beard 
Street while workers were on 
their New Year’s holiday. 

Police are investigating the 
case, casting a skeptical eye on 
how supposed thieves managed 
to haul the rabble away while 
the high-security site was 
closed for the holiday. 

Officially, police said simply 
that they are pursuing all possi- 
bilities — including the 
prospect that the company filed 
a false report. It would take at 
least 15 trips for a dump track 
to remove the 500,000 pounds 
of debris, further fueling some 
neighborhood suspicion that 
this “crime” was an inside job. 

A spokesman for IKEA said 
the company’s contractors were 
working with police to solve 
the crime, which would not de- 
lay work. 

“We remain extremely excited 
about opening New York City’s 
first IKEA store in 2008,” 
spokesman Joseph Roth said 

The mystery is further com- 
plicated by concerns of some 


Hey, you never know 

City runs lottery for ritzy B'Hill house 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s an affordable housing 
lottery fit for a millionaire. 

The city is putting two va- 
cant, and soon-to-be-renovated, 
Boeram Hill brownstones on sale 
through its affordable housing lot- 
tery system — and the lucky 
souls who buy the houses on 
Baltic Street near Hoyt Street will 
walk away with a two-family 
home for $550,000 or a single- 
family house for $440,000. 

But, get this, the buyers will 
also get a 20-year tax break. 

And get this, too: you don’t 
even have to be low-income to 
win this lottery! 

Most of the city’s affordable 
housing programs cater to poorer 
residents, but in this case, the lot- 


tery for 381 and 381ABaltic St is 
open to even Bill Gates. 

The Boeram Hill boondoggle 
was part of a deal approved Tues- 
day by the City Council. The tax 
break will go to 500 properties, 
the majority of which are in parts 
of Queens, Upper Manhattan and 
the Bronx, where the average 
home is not selling for $1 million. 

Three members of the Coun- 
cil voted against the inclusion of 
the Boeram Hill properties, de- 
crying the notion that anyone 
needed incentive to buy a home 
in posh Boeram Hill, where 
homes routinely sell for triple 
the asking price. 

“This is the steal of the centu- 
ry,” said Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights), 
who voted against the tax abate- 



This Brooklyn Paper photo of the IKEA site on Dec. 31 appears 
to show part of a pile of rubble (circled) has been removed. 


nated materials [such as] lead 
and asbestos?” 

Lou Sones, a member of 
Community Board 6, which cov- 
ers the area, said that IKEA has 
been fined for previous environ- 
mental violations. 

“This is highly suspicious,” 


“It demands a very thorough 
investigation,” said John McGet- 
trick, co-chairman of the Red 
Hook Civic Association. “Was 
this a way to remove contami- 


Sones said. “What are they try- 
ing to cover up?’ 

Police said city environmental 
officials tested the remaining de- 
bris and found it free of toxins. 
And Roth scoffed at the sugges- 
tion the burglary was a cover-up. 

The debris was created 
through demolition on the site, 
and the process was approved 
and monitored by the appropriate 
agencies, he said. 

Problems began for the furni- 
ture superstore before it even 
purchased the site tor slightly 
more than $31 milli on, in June 
2005. 

By then, several organiza- 
tions had filed a lawsuit con- 
tending the IKEA project 
forced unfair changes in the 
zoning rales and would bring 
traffic and pollution. Another 
legal challenge sought to pro- 
tect a Civil War-era repair dock. 

Both challenges were dis- 
missed. 


Backfat in the fire 


Yassky said that the low price 
for the public property cheated 
taxpayers of their chance to share 
in the lotto winner’s fortune. 

“This is money the city needs 
and it bums me up to see [it] go- 
ing to waste like this,” he said 

A spokesman for the city De- 
partment of Housing Preservation 
and Development, Neill Cole- 
man, defended the lottery. 

“[The city is] transforming 
what was mostly dilapidated 
housing into decent and afford- 
able housing for existing tenants, 
new tenants, and homebuyers.” 
said Coleman. 

He added that the tax break is 
mandatory under a 2001 agree- 
ment between HPD and the fed- 
eral Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, which pre- 
viously owned the homes. 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Backfat has gotten pinched. 

The graffiti vandal, who became the terror of 
Windsor Terrace in just a few short weeks, was ar- 
rested by cops on Tuesday afternoon. 

Police said they charged the vandal, whom they 
identified as Charles Abamo, 21, with two counts 
of making graffiti and two counts of criminal mis- 
chief, all misdemeanors. 

“I am extremely pleased he has been caught,” 
said Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Windsor Ter- 
race), who claimed that his office “worked very 
closely with the NYPD, specifically Det. Mike 
Cleary, to bring him to justice.” 

DeBlasio urged that Backfat receive “the ap- 
propriate punishment” for such vandalism. 

A call to Abamo’s East Fifth Street home could 
not be completed as dialed — the phone appears 
to have been disconnected. 

Though charged with only two acts of vandal- 
t least four places 


near his home: he tagged up on the public library 
branch on Fort Hamilton Parkway near PS 230K, 
in the middle of a nearby crosswalk, on a paved 
walkway in Greenwood Playground, and on a 
stair in the Fort Hamilton F-train station. 

Clearly, Backfat was getting plenty of exercise 
— but library workers aren’t happy about it. 

“It’s defacing the neighborhood,” said Kairi 
Hollon, who’s worked at the branch for two and a 
half years. “It is a pretty upscale and quiet area to 
have this.” 

Not to mention, Backfat’s work was derivative 
of “Neckface,” the graffiti “legend” who holds art 
shows all over the world and has designed sneak- 
ers for Vans. Critics — of art, not vandalism — 
say Backfat was just trying to ride on Neckface’s 

Others didn’t care what his motivation was — 
but are just happy he’s been brought to justice. 

“I know they call graffiti ‘art’ at the Brooklyn 
Museum,” said one local resident, “but I don’t 
think it is.” — with Gersh Kuntzman 



The NYPD this week arrested Charles Abarno, who, they say, is responsible for all the 
"Backfat" graffiti that's been popping up in Windsor Terrace. Here's a sample of his "art" 
at the Fort Hamilton Parkway F-train station. 


ANGLE... 


Continued from page 1 
I had to find the person re- 
sponsible for restoring teth- 
erball to its rightful place in 
the pantheon of sport. Given 
the greatness of this game, I 
figured people would be 
falling all over each other 
(which is a foot-fault in teth- 
erball, as you know) to take 
credit for getting landscape ar- 


chitect Michael Van Valken- 
burgh to add tetherball to the 
park’s offerings. 

I called everyone, but no 
one took credit or even knew 
whose idea it was to include 
the greatest schoolyard game 
since “Beat up the Four-Eyes” 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park. In 
fact, no one really cared. 

Could I really be alone in 


my love of this great game? 
Some surfing on the Web re- 
vealed that even lesser school- 
yard games like “Dodgeball” 
and “Taunt the Fat Kid Until 
He Cries” have national gov- 
erning bodies and dreams of 
becoming the next great 
Olympic sport. But tetherball 
has no such community. 

“We are probably the nearest 
thing to a centralized tetherball 
authority,” a guy from the Web 
site, Total Tetherball, told me. 
“And we even don’t have an 


ADVERTISER FOCUS 


Luciano's — 
where everyone 
is famous 



Luciano Fiori and Michael Simone, owners of Luciano's Restaurant. 


Luciano Fiori, co-owner of Luciano’s, 15 
Metrotech Center in downtown Brooklyn, 
says he’s in the restaurant business because 
he likes people. 

After 42 years in food service — doing 
everything from washing dishes, to bartend- 
ing, cooking and waiting tables — the Tus- 
cany-born Fiore knows the industry well. 
Although his Manhattan eatery, also called 
Luciano’s, was sold early in 2006, he likes 
the business, he says, because he’s met a lot 
of different people, “including famous ones 
like OJ Simpson, Warren Beatty, Michael 
Jackson and the Kennedys.” 

Although few celebrities have appeared 
in Fiore’s Brooklyn eatery, this doesn’t faze 
the entrepreneur. 

“In Brooklyn, everyone is famous,” he 
Established in 2004, Luciano’s opens 


every weekday morning at 7 am, and re- 
mains open in the evening as “long as there 
are customers.” The 4,000-square-foot 
space includes a take-out section, a sit-down 
area with 70 tables, and a full bar. 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner menus are 
available. 

Among the offerings: pasta fagioli or 
lentil soup; entrees like chicken parmigiano; 
paninis that start at $7.25; nine-inch pizzas 
($5.95 and up); and an array of salads; pasta 
dishes (starting at $7.25). 

Luciano’s also has a DJ on Friday 
evenings beginning at 5 pm. And catering is 
handled personally by co-owner Michael Si- 
mone, a 20-year restaurant industry vet. 

Luciano’s delivers anywhere in down- 
town Brooklyn. 

For reservations or information call (718) 
855-6668. 


idea of the status of the sport.” 
Wikipedia mocked me rue- 
fully: “Professional tetherball 
simply does not exist.” 

Oh, yeah, try telling that to 
Nick Bettis, national sales 
manager for Mikasa, the na- 
tion’s leading manufacturer of 
tetherballs. 

“Our sales are going up 
every year,” Bettis claimed. 
“We ship a ton of tetherballs!” 
Bettis said the sport’s gold- 
en age was about 20 years ago 
— “Everyone had a tetherball 
in his backyard,” he said, and 
I found myself nodding — but 
sales picked up again in the 
fall of 2001. 

He attributed it to a “void in 
the marketplace.” I attributed it 
to America coming together af- 
ter a great tragedy and seeking 
comfort in the one true game. 

After all, while dodgeball 
was openly mocked in a Ben 
Stiller comedy a few years 
ago, another flick that came 
out at the same time, 
“Napoleon Dynamite,” fea- 
tures a lovable high-school kid 
who dreams of becoming a 
tetherball champion. 

And he’s the hero of the 
film, I’ll remind you. 

But could Nick Bettis, the 
writers of “Napoleon Dyna- 
mite” and I be the only ones 
carrying the ball (again, that’s 
a foul in tetherball)? It appears 
that way: I went to Modell’s 
to buy a new tetherball — you 
know, to get back into playing 
shape — and was shocked to 
discover that not everyone 
shared my obsession with the 
immortal game. 

“What is tetherball?” the 
manager, an otherwise nice guy 
named Rick, asked me. “This is 
the first I’m hearing of it.” 

The first he’s hearing about 
it? The man’s store has more 
balls than a psychotic gym 
teacher — baseballs, footballs, 
basketballs, volley, soccer, 
tennis, Nerf, medicine, ab — 
yet he had never heard of teth- 
erball? 

Even at Triangle Sports, a 
local outfit, the manager there 
was equally unaware of the 
coming tetherball explosion. 

“No one ever asks for 
them,” said Corny, the manag- 
er. “I do hear that some guys 
play a regular tetherball game 
in Prospect Park.” 

My hopes soared, only to 
be immediately dashed: 
“That’s not true,” said Jesse 
Adelman, a spokeswoman for 
the Prospect Park Alliance. “I 
think there may be a few guys 
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netball courts, but it 
real tetherball game.” 

Netball? What the hell i: 
netball? 


Upcoming Events 
at Sunrise Senior Living 
in Brooklyn 

Featuring door prizes and light refreshments 


You are invited to join us at either of our 
Brooklyn communities for our annual 
Super Bowl party. Watch the game, nibble 
on snacks and enjoy the company of 
residents, family and friends. 

February is Heart Health Month, so join 
us for healthy tips on maintaining your heart 
health. Blood pressure screenings will be 
available to all attendees. 

Sunrise Senior Living is committed to furthering 
the knowledge of senior living topics through 
events and seminars designed to help and inform 
seniors and their caregivers. 


EVENT DETAILS 


Annual 

Super Bowl Party 

Saturday, January 27 
and Sunday, January 28 
1 1 :00am-3:00pm 

Heart Health 
Presentation 

Saturday, February 10 
and Sunday, February 1 1 
1 1 :00am-3:00pm 


Sunrise W, h*H.« 

Senior Living Vt Vw > d h. □ I l u 1 1 1 vi “pporTunuy 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 
Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 

71 8-444-2600 
718-616-1850 

5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 
2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

For more information and ; 

i FREE online newsletter , 1 

visit www.sunriseseniorlivina.com 
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The Feisty One gets a piano 


E veryone knows 

about Teen Spirit’s cool 
and unusual forays into 
rock and roll. But few are 
aware of the Oh So Feisty 
One’s burgeoning interest in 
classical piano. 

More than a year ago, OSFO 
started hankering for piano les- 
sons. Smartmom knew that 
Mrs. Kravitz’s daughter, and 
OSFO’s best friend, Beauty 
Girl, was taking les- 
sons, from a local 
teacher named Helen 
Richmond. 

“Why don’t you 
come to the recital?” 

Mrs. Kravitz suggest- 
ed. “It’s in the senior 
center on Grand Army 
Plaza.” 

A few Sundays later, they 
went to the social room at the 
center, where an overflow 
crowd watched as Helen intro- 
duced her piano and flute stu- 
dents, who each played a solo 
and a duet with confidence and 
enthusiasm. 

The atmosphere was low key 
and low stress. If a child 
flubbed up he/she just started 
over. No tears. No tangles. 

Smartmom was particularly 
impressed by the graceful way 
all the students bowed. 

Afterwards, there was fruit 
punch and homemade cookies, 
which reminded Smartmom of 
the violin recitals she attended 
as a young student. 

S MARTMOM sidled up to 
Helen, who is probably 
the most glamorous-look- 
ing piano teacher you’ll ever 
meet, and asked her when 
OSFO could start. 

“I’m pretty booked up right 
now,” Helen said with a syrupy 
southern drawl and huge help- 
ings of kindness and concern. 
“But I’ll see what I can do for 
y’all.” 

At the first lesson a few 
weeks later, Smartmom learned 
why the kid’s bows were so im- 
pressive. Helen teaches a modi- 
fied version of Suzuki for pi- 
ano. And all lessons begin and 
end with a bow. 

Thanks to Helen’s teaching 
techniques and OSFO’s will- 


ingness to practice, the 9-year- 
old was playing lovely two- 
handed pieces within a couple 
of months. The children learn 
certain pieces by ear (listening 
to a CD that Helen provides). 
Simultaneously, Helen teaches 
them sight reading and theory. 

Everything was going swim- 
mingly. Except for one thing: 
OSFO hasn’t had a proper in- 
strument to practice on. She’s 


SMART 

mom 
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By Louise Crawford 


Communion 

and 

^Christening 
& r Dresses 


been using an old keyboard 
Hepcat bought in 1989 plugged 
into one of Teen Spirit’s bass 

I T WAS TIME to graduate 
from something very 
makeshift to a more piano- 
like piano. 

Smartmom grew up with a 
grand piano in the foyer of her 
family’s Upper West Side apart- 
ment. It was a Knabe, given to 
her maternal grandparent’s 
when they were married in 
1920. 

Although Smartmom took 
violin lessons and later guitar, 
the piano got quite a workout 
during her childhood. Diaper 
Diva studied the instrument, al- 
though she got little help from 
her father, who played a weird 
kind of atonal jazz as a way to 
unwind after work. 

Sure, Smartmom would love 
to buy an upright piano, but 
neither money nor space allows 
for such an extravagant pur- 
chase at this time. 

She asked friend, composer 
and pianist extraordinaire Louis 
Rosen what to look for in an 
electronic keyboard. 

“Weighted keys. Make sure 
it has weighted keys so it feels 
like a piano,” Rosen said. 

So last week, Smartmom and 
Hepcat ventured over to the 
Guitar Center at Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Center Mall and were 
directed to the Casio Digital Pi- 
ano 100, a full-sized standup pi- 
ano with 88 weighted keys. 

Hepcat made a face. “It 
sounds pretty good, but it does- 
n’t really look like a piano,” he 
said. Hepat was raised with an 
old Steinway piano that his 
mother bought at a local muse- 
um sale. Then Hepcat pointed 
out a nick on the keyboard cov- 
er and made another face. 
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Made 4 Me 
Boutique 

298 DeGraw St. 

(near Court Street) 

( 718 ) 596-7362 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Entertainment || Photography 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 



SLOPE MUSIC 


718 - 768 - 3804 .,, 



Hepcat kept looking around 
at the groovier-looking key- 
boards. But Smartmom had her 
heart set on the faux piano look. 
It played into her fantasy that a 
home should have a piano — 
not a keyboard on an ironing 
board-type stand. 

Hepcat thought the portable 
keyboard would be great “in 
case OSFO starts a band or 
something. It’ll be easier to 

But Smartmom wasn’t think- 
ing “The Archies.” She wanted 
a traditional piano with a 
metronome sitting on top. Of 
course, the Casio has an elec- 
tronic metronome — it’s pretty 
high tech — but within a tradi- 
tional-looking body. 

With his passive-aggressive 
flair, Hepcat left it up to Smart- 
mom and her “vision” of what 

S MARTMOM knew she 
would have to pay — as 
she always does — when 
Hepcat lets her make a decision 
about an electronic item. (“Why 
did you buy this stupid phone/ 


within an hour or so. 

Everyone seems to like the pi- 
ano. OSFO has been practicing 
like a demon. Teen Spirit’s been 
trying to bang out some Daniel 
Johnston tunes and Hepcat likes 
combine all the interesting 
sounds the keyboard makes. 


As for Smartmom, with the 
faux piano in the dining room, 
everything is just he way it’s 
supposed to be. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the Web site, “Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn ” and is the keep- 
er of the “Park Slope 100" list. 
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BY STOKKE™ 

The chair that grows with the child™ 

10% off all store merchandise with this ad! 


315 Court St., Brooklyn | 

bet. Sackett and Degraw 1 
718.422.1978 •olababy.com , 
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But Smartmom whipped oi 
her debit card and paid for the 
“piano” pronto. She had it de- 
livered and it arrived less than 
two hours later. Not without a 
crisis. The delivery guy left the 
power supply back at the store 
and there was no manual. 

“So your stupid ‘piano’ does- 
n’t even come with a power 
source. That’s why you got it so 
cheap,” Hepcat sneered at 
Smartmom. 

“Would you two stop yel- 
ling!” OSFO begged with the ex- 
perience of a child whose parents 
do a lot of stupid bickering. Be- 
sides, the power supply arrived 



Brooklyn 
Fencing 
Center 


• Group Gosses 


• Privote Lessons 

• Summer Comps 


FENCING BIRTHDAV PACKAG€S! f 


62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) • (718)522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklvnFencing.com 


verses & 
reverses 

BY LEON FREILICH 

We again invited Leon 
Freilich, the poet laureate of 
Park Slope, to weigh in 
with some low-cal verse. Here 
is this week’s poetic offering, 
“The Wall Street Diet” 

Hey, Mom, want to set your 
kid on the path 
To being a wealthy utilitarian? 
Then feed him stock prices to 

And he ’ll grow up to be a 
hedgetarian. 



JEWISH 
SUMMER 
CAMP FAIR 


Jewish summer camps help kids: 

• build a strong Jewish identity 

• have a great time 

• form lasting friendships 

Come learn about several great summer camp options. 
Hear from camp representatives and recent campers. 

- Ramah in the Berkshires - Ramah is the camping arm of Conservative Judaism. 

- Camp Sprout Lake - Affiliated with Young Judaea, sponsored by Hadassah. 

- Eisner and Crane Lake - Union for Reform Judaism camps servicing the northeast. 

- Camp Na’aleh - Affiliated with Habonim Dror, a 70-year old youth movement. 

- Surprise Lake Camp — Founded in 1 902, serves Jewish families of all backgrounds. 

- NJ “Y” - 6 separate camps in the Poconos, including Nah-Jee-wah and Cedar Lake. 


Sunday, January 21st, 2007 
12:30-2:00 p.m. 
Congregation Beth Elohim 
Garfield Place and 8th Avenue 

Parents and kids welcome 
Refreshments will be served. 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

Garfield Teirple □ftl^NITa 


SAT Math - Small Group 

Sat afternoons - Jan 20 to Mar 3. 
Expert instruction in SAT Math 

by Princeton Grad - 10 + yrs exp 
teaching SAT and writing skills. 
edantoine.com (718) 501-5111. 
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Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 
TP Licensed teachers 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
!□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


COUGH, COUGH 

Philip Morris to slash arts aid 


Money for something 

Altria, the benignly named parent company to to- 
bacco giant Philip Morris, has given hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars to arts groups over the years. But the 
company now says it plans to cut back dramatically 
on the number of groups it can support. Here is 
what the company gave in Brooklyn in 2005 (the 
most recent year available). 

651 Arts 

$10,000 

BAM Local Development Corporation 

$10,000 

Bang on a Can 

$5,000 

Big Dance Theater 

$10,000 

Brooklyn Academy of Music 

$389,000 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

$11,000 

Brooklyn Children's Museum 

$5,000 

Brooklyn Museum of Art 

$345,000 

Brooklyn Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 

$10,000 

Elevator Repair Service Theater 

$5,000 

Elizabeth Streb/RingsideEvidence 

$15,000 

Evidence Dance 

$64,835* 

Franklin Furnace Archive 

$2,500 

Kop Art 

$5,000 

Mark Morris Dance Group 

$147,500 

Momenta Art 

$2,500 

Radiohole 

$5,000 

Reggie Wilson/Fist & Heel Group 

$5,000 

St. Ann Center for Restoration and the Arts 

$15,000 

Target Margin Theater 

$30,000 

Urban Bush Women 

$30,000** 

* Multi-year grant ** Already approved granl 
Source: Altria; arts groups 

: for 2007 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The other shoe is about to 
drop on nearly two-dozen 
dance troupes, small theaters 
and local orchestras in Brook- 
lyn now that Altria, the parent 
company of tobacco giant Phil- 
ip Morris, has announced deep 
cutbacks in its long-generous 
funding of art. 

The Altria board is expected to 
approve a company restructuring 
at a Jan. 3 1 meeting, setting into 
motion the unkindest cuts, a 
spokewoman said. 

In 2005, 21 arts groups in 
Brooklyn got money from Altria, 
with grants to the Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music ($389,000), the 
Brooklyn Museum ($345,000), 
and Mark Morris Dance Group 
($147,500) making the biggest 

But another 18 groups split 
close to $220,000 from the com- 
pany — and each small grant 
meant a lot to a small arts group. 

“Ours went towards general 
operating expenses, which are al- 
ways so hard to come up with,” 
said Martha Wilson, the founding 
director of Fort Greene’s Franklin 
Furnace Archive, which got 
$2,500. 

Like most arts groups direc- 
tors, Wilson refused to complain 
about Altria’s expected drop in 
funding, citing the $210 million 
that the company has given to 
arts groups nationwide since 
1958. 

“They’ve been a leader,” 
Wilson said. “But what’s really 
sad is that their investors no 
longer see the long-term value 
of plowing money back into the 
arts and society,” she said. 

And that is? 

“Artists change the way we 
look at everything,” she said. 
“It’s not easy to convince peo- 
ple to fund you to do that, but it 
is vital work.” 

Others said that the Altria 
cuts were part of a long-term 
trend in the corporate world 
away from arts funding. 

“There is so little money out 
there that it’s made us all 
change the scale of our work,” 
said Annie-B Parson, artistic di- 
rector of Big Dance Theater in 
Cobble Hill, which got $10,000 
from Altria in 2005. 

“Cuts that affect the smallest 
companies are especially harm- 
ful because we feed the artistic 


sensibilities of the larger groups. 
We are the R&D of art.” 

Funding for 2007 has not 
been decided yet, said the Altria 
spokeswoman, Lisa Gonzalez, 
who added that all but two of 
Brooklyn’s recipients — Eleva- 
tor Repair Service Theater and 
Radiohole — will be invited to 
reapply, though fewer overall 
grants will be awarded. 

The Urban Bush Women, a 


Fort Greene dance troupe, has 
already received a $30,000 
grant for this year, but isn’t 
wasting any time trying to line 
up cash for when the tobacco 
bucks go bye-bye. 

"Altria has been very candid 
that the future doesn’t look good,” 
said Amy Cassello, the group’s 
managing director. “So we’ll 
scramble to find another source. 
That process never stops.” 


HE’S SMACKED! 


Shutterbug is hit on the job 


By Christie Risk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A veteran Brooklyn Paper photographer was 
berated and attacked outside a popular Mon- 
tague Street restaurant as he took photos for a 
story about the restaurant’s closure for health 
code violations. 

Tom Callan, who has shot for The Paper for 
two decades, was on the sidewalk in front of the 
just-shuttered Monty Q’s restaurant on Tuesday 
when a man came running out of the eatery and 
smacked him. 

“This guy came out and started yelling,” said 
Callan. “I told him what I was doing was legal, 
but he started whacking me with papers that he 
was holding.” 

Callan kept on shooting, and the man eventual- 
ly ran back into the restaurant. Callan asked for 
his name, but the man ignored him. 

Earlier in the day, the city’s Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene shut down Monty Q’s 
for “critical health code violations, including 
cockroach infestation, a non-working refrigerator 
and food not kept at safe temperatures,” an agency 
source told The Brooklyn Paper. 

This isn’t the first time Callan’s been roughed 
up in the line of duty. In 1998, boxer Mike Tyson 
attacked Callan for taking his picture at the Brook- 
lyn Marriott. The disgraced former heavyweight 
champ didn’t even land his punch. 

Callan was beat up in the late 1980s inside the 
Club Wildfire bar on Clark Street after taking pic- 
tures of the strip club’s famous interior — which 
was featured in the movie “The Godfather.” In that 



A Health Department notice in the window 
of Monty Q's told customers of its closing. 


incident, Callan was beaten by bar employees with 
a baseball bat before crawling across the street to 
Clark Street Station, another bar, where 911 was 
called and an ambulance took him to the hospital. 

Callan’s camera was destroyed in that incident, 
the only case were both he and his equipment suf- 
fered damages. 


BLOOD MONEY ... 


Continued from page 1 

times,” he wrote. “In the mid-18th century, trading 

• The Holocaust: Barclays’ French branches 
froze the accounts of their Jewish customers. After 
being sued by Hitler’s victims and their descen- 
dents, Barclays agreed in 1999 to pay $3.6 million 
in restitution. 

Nazi officials kept the proceeds from Jews’ 
forced property sales at Barclays, the suit charged. 

• Apartheid: Under fire from human-rights 
groups, Barclays finally pulled out of South Africa 
in 1986. The bank had earned the wrath of ac- 
tivists for doing business with the Pretoria’s 
apartheid government. 

• War: Last year, the British government cited 
Barclays as one of a dozen companies that indirectly 
fueled the civil war in the Congo — but the govern- 
ment ended up closing the case against Barclays and 
the other firms without issuing any sanctions. 

Three years earlier, the United Nations cited Bar- 
clays for being involved in “shady networks of busi- 
ness and military figures” operating in the war-strick- 
en Congo, according to the English newspaper, the 
Independent. As did the British government, the UN 
earned the wrath of human-rights activists for never 
following up with sanctions against the bank 

At a press conference at the Brooklyn Museum 
on Thursday, Mayor Bloomberg joined Ratner and 
Barclays CEO Bob Diamond to officially an- 
nounce the deal. 

When a Brooklyn Paper reporter asked Diamond 
about his company’s historic connection to the slave 


trade and apartheid, Bloomberg jumped in and, an- 
swering for Diamond, said: “Barclays is a great cor- 
poration. We could not have picked a better one. 
Barclays is as good as we could have found.” 

He added that Barclays and Ratner would work 
together to rebuild basketball courts all over Brook- 
lyn — and then abruptly closed the press conference 
without allowing follow-up questions, or even let- 
ting Diamond answer the original question. 

Barclays will pay Ratner “hundreds of millions 
of dollars” over the next 20 years for the privilege 
of having its name in lights above the intersection 
of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues, the New York 
Post reported on Wednesday. 

Though no exact dollar figures were released, 
the Post characterized the naming-rights deal as 
the biggest ever, even more lucrative than the 
$400 million that Citigroup will pay to have the 
new Shea Stadium be called Citifield. 

Besides the bank’s unseemly past, some oppo- 
nents called the naming-rights deal yet another 
taxpayer-shouldered boondoggle for Ratner. 

Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn demanded 
that the money trickle back to taxpayers because 
the arena is being built with hundreds of millions 
in public subsidies. 

The arena will cost $637 milli on to build, state 
documents show. Taxpayer-backed bonds will fund 
the construction, and Ratner will reimburse taxpayers 
by making payments in lieu of taxes — bureaucratic 
jargon for revenues such as sales taxes from tickets 
for games at an arena that doesn’t even exist yet. 

— with Arietta Cohen 
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Down under 


Brooklyn 

Australian food makes its mark in the borough 


By Jordana Rothman 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

H ow do you like your burger: rare, well 
or covered with beets, pineapple and a 
fried egg? 

If you like the beet concoction, your ship 
has just come in — all the way from Aus- 

Long overlooked in the American dining 
circuit, Australian food is experiencing a 
renaissance — and Brooklyn is increasingly 
home to the wizards of Oz cuisine. 

“Australian food is where Californian cui- 
sine was 20 years ago,” said Charlie Statel- 
man, the chef-owner of the Wombat, a 
Williamsburg bar-restaurant that opened in 
October. 

It didn’t happen overnight, however. 

Until the 1980s, Australian food largely 
reflected English and Irish culinary tradi- 
tions. “Bush food,” as the country’s historic 
game- and plant-driven Aboriginal cuisine is 
known, steadily gained recognition among 
Australia’s non-indigenous denizens, and na- 
tive ingredients made their gradual entrance 
into the modem palate. 

In the 1980s, a series of notable cultural 
events — and some not so cultural, such as 
the 1986 film, “Crocodile Dundee” — se- 
cured the country’s place on the internation- 
al radar. 

Given the popularity of the film, it should 
be no surprise that a chain restaurant was the 
first to capitalize: Outback Steakhouse made 
its debut in 1988. 

Yet the brand, according to partner Robert 



Jarvis, prides itself on “serious food and 
concentrated service” that distinguishes it 
from its chain brethren. 

Certainly, the menu — with items like 
Jackeroo Chops and Kookaburra Wings — 
makes Outback sound like it’s just a Pizzeria 
Uno or a Chuck E. Cheese with an Aus- 
tralian accent. 

But Jarvis says to look deeper. The com- 
pany makes its own butter and its signature 
dish, the Bloomin’ Onion, is cut, breaded 
and fried in-house daily. 

Brooklynites certainly aren’t snobs; the 


G'Day plate: Clockwise from left; 
Sheep Station's lamb rib chops, Wom- 
bat's soy-cured venison medallions. 
Wombat chef and owner Charlie Statel- 
man and the burger at Sheep Station. 


Dyker Heights Outback, which opened on 
86th Street near 15th Avenue in 2001, is one 
of the top five locations in the entire compa- 
ny, Jarvis said. 

Beyond the chain 

The new breed of Australian restaurants 
shirks the kitschy jargon in favor of authen- 

D.U.B. Pies — short for Down Under 
Bakery — arrived on the Brooklyn scene in 
2003 when owner Gareth Hughes opened 
his flagship shop, Let Them Eat Pie, in Red 
Hook. 

The Australian and New Zealander meat 
pies range from the classic Steak Mince, a 
flavorful pocket of ground beef in onion 
gravy, to the garlicky Spinach and Ricotta. 
Organic smoothies and fair trade coffee are 
a natural lure for Red Hook’s young, social- 
ly conscious residents, and the price — less 
than $5 a pie — suits their equally youthful 
budgets. 

Sheep Station, which opened in September, 
uses imported Australian and New Zealander 
meats and a range of unfamiliar bush spices 
to create iconic Australian staples. 

“We wanted to build an easy, fun and ac- 
cessible place,” says owner Martine Lafond 
See AUSSIE on page 10 


Say what? 

If you want to speak like a local 
and navigate the latest wave of 
Australian menus, take this crash 
course in Aussie food lingo: 

Adam's ale: Water. 

Bottle-o: A liquor store, also referred 
to as a bottle shop. 

Bum-nuts: Eggs. 

Bush tomato: Also called desert 
raisins, these small native berries 
are often dried and ground to im- 
part a tangy tomato flavor to a 
range of foods. 

Floater: An Australian meat pie 
served in pea soup and drizzled 
with tomato sauce. Commonly 
thought of as a "drinking food." 
Lemon myrtle: A common bush 
food prized for its lemon-flavored 
leaves, they impart a citrus flavor 
to milk-based dishes that might 
curdle with the use of actual 
lemons. 

Milk bar: The Australian equivalent 
of a bodega. 

Plonk: Cheap wine. Rumored to be 
descended from a heinous mispro- 
nunciation of the word "blanc." 
Pot, schooner and pint: Three sizes 
of draft beer (10 oz., 15 oz., and 
20 oz. respectively). 

Tinny: A can of beer. 

Tucker: General term for food, 
though more directly references 
"bush tucker," another name for 
Australian native food. 

Wattleseed: A variety of the Acacia 
seed with qualities akin to coffee. 
Wattleseeds are often roasted and 
ground for use in a variety of foods. 

— Jordana Rothman 


THEATER 


Hot tease 

“It’s a tease in the best sense,” says Jonny Porkpie, 
one of the hosts of the Brooklyn Burlesque Blitz. “It 
is to me the most exciting type of performance.” 

The neo-burlesque movement has taken a firm 
grip on the city’s tassels. In fact, this year saw 
record-breaking atten- 
dance at the New York 
Burlesque Festival. 

The Brooklyn Bur- 
lesque Blitz is a two-day 
spectacle featuring 30 
performers at the fore- 
front of the scene. Three 
different hosts guide the 
three-hour sessions, in- 
cluding burlesque veter- 
ans Angie Pontani, the 
World Famous BOB and 
Little Brooklyn, GO 
Brooklyn’s pick for the best stage name. 

The Brooklyn Burlesque Blitz will take place on Jan. 

26 at 8 pm at Southpaw (125 Fifth Ave. between St. 
Johns and Sterling places in Park Slope) and on Jan. 

27 at 8 pm at Northsix (66 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues in Williamsburg). Admission 
each night is $15. For information call (718) 230-0236 
or visit www.burlesqueblitz.com. — Youyoung Lee 



DINING 


Crummy time 


The Jan. 24 breakfast-in-bed class at One Girl 
Cookies might be sold out, but you can still scoop 
up their Lucia bars, made from shortbread, choco- 
late and caramel, or the Enza biscotti with white 
chocolate and apricots. 

While you’re in the 
Dean Street store, register 
for some of the upcom- 
ing classes in the ongoing 
series taught by owner 
and baker Dave Crofton 
(pictured). The future les- 
sons will include “For the 
Love of Chocolate,” a 
dessert-making class in 
early February, and “Amber Waves of Grain,” a two- 
part bread-baking class in March. 

If it turns out that you’re better at eating sweets 
than making them, go ahead and stock up on One 
Girl’s pre-made treats, which make a great snack in 
bed or just about anywhere else. 

One Girl Cookies (68 Dean St. between Smith 
Street and Boreum Place in Cobble Flill) is open Mon- 
day through Thursday, 1 1 am to 7 pm, Friday and Sat- 
urday, 11 am to 9 pm and Sunday, 12 pm to 6 pm. 
For information, call (212) 675-4996 or visit the Web 
site at www.onegirlcookies.com. — Adam Rathe 
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THEATER 


Rare salon 



Inspired by the parlor culture of the 18th and 
19th century, the Brave New World Repetory Salon 
Series harks back to a sophisticated era where salon 
gatherings were the choice entertainment for a night 
out (or a night in, more accurately). 

Brave New World’s first three seasons added 
class to local nightlife thanks to performances of 
“The Great White Hope” and “To Kill a Mocking- 
bird,” among others. 

But this season’s repertoire is taking the salon theme 
even further. Not only will the Brooklyn-based Equity 
actors be performing readings of classic works, includ- 
ing ‘Hotel Paridiso,” “Waiting for Godot,” “An Ideal 
Husband” and “Much Ado About Nothing” — but 
two of the performances will be in a house in Ditmas 
Park and another will be at the Old Stone House in 
Park Slope. Each evening includes dinner and wine to 
provide ample opportunities for dignified dialogue. 

The Brave New World Repertory Salon Series 
2007 begins on Jan. 20 at 7:30 pm at a private 
home in Ditmas Park. Individual tickets are $18, a 
subscription to the series is $75. For information, visit 
www.bravenewworldrep.org. — Youyoung Lee 



An Exceptional meal. 


Fasten your cmn strap. | 
It's the playoffs! 


1 39 Flatbush Ave. 
Atlantic Terminal Mall 

718 . 943.9453 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • 

Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 
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How We Drink Today... and Why 

By Darrin Siegfried 


I ’ve just returned from Chile, where I spent 
eight wonderful days tasting and judging 
wines made there, visiting wineries and 
vineyards, touring the Andes and the coast, and 
speaking about Chilean wines and their future. 
The Chilean wine makers were interested in the 
U.S. market, where their wines are already 
doing well, and how better to get North 
Americans to drink their wines. 

Now, there are two schools of thought here, 
at odds with one another. One says to do a lot 
of market research and find out what wines are 
selling well, and make wines that copy the taste 
of those wines. The second is to do what you do 
best, and bring it to the wine drinkers. Create a 
market for those wines, boasting of their 
uniqueness and their quality. This is the way 
that I would do it, and that’s what I champi- 
oned in the discussions and panels I participat- 

The Chileans have been making remarkable 
Sauvignon Blanc for years: affordable, brighdy 
flavored, citrusy, crisp in acidity, cleanly fla- 
vored and made without oak. The wine which 
we chose as Best in Show was just such a wine, 
and it beat out almost 250 other wines to win 
that tide. It was too bad that many, if not most, 
of the Chardonnays that we tasted were not 
made in the same way. When I asked why so 
many of the Chardonnays were so heavily 
oaked, highly extracted with heavy flavors and 
high in alcohol, I was told that it was because 
“Americans like big, oaky Chardonnay.” All 
nine of us on the panel of judges, who each 
have at least 20 years experience as wine profes- 
sionals, disagreed. 

Now, when you have nine experts in any 
field, let alone something as driven by personal 
taste as wine, all agreeing on something, there 
must be a very good reason why... and there is. 

We Americans, or at least we wine drinking 
Americans, are eating differendy than we did 
only a few years ago. We eat lighter foods, spici- 
er foods, more ethnically mixed foods than ever 
before, and the wines that go with these foods 
are lighter, spicier, crisper and lower in alcohol 
than were the wines we drank a few years ago. 
The taste of oak simply gets in the way of the 
flavors of the wine. Besides, if oak is such a 
desirable flavor, why don’t Chefs use it as a fla- 
voring in their dishes? 

Sauvignon Blanc, known as the “ace up the 
sleeve” to Sommeliers for its ability to compli- 
ment so many dishes, has taken off. New World 
Sauvignon, especially, with its crisp acidity, lush 
aromas of grapefruit. Gooseberry and lime 
leaves, have made stars of wine makers from 
New Zealand, South Africa and, yes, Chile. Do 
you want a wine to drink with seafood? 
Shellfish? Sushi or Sashimi? A vegetarian dish... 
or a simple roasted chicken? New World 
Sauvignon Blanc fits the bill. 


Dry Rieslings at 


as well 


together for dinner, we always seem to start 
with a bottle (or two!) of dry Riesling. I’m 
afraid that many wine drinkers of my genera- 
tion have been discouraged from trying 
Riesling because of all the cheap, sweet Riesling 
that we drank back in college. Fortunately for 
the younger wine drinkers, there is a great 
amount of dry and slightly off dry Riesling on 
the market that is an absolute delight to drink 


itif or with d 


r. This 


that, again, goes with the kinds of foods that 
we are all eating today. Thai dishes call out for 
Riesling! 

Dry Ros^ wines are quaffed by the carafe in 
countries all around the Mediterranean, from 
Spain to France, to Italy and Greece. Americans 
have recently discovered the pleasures of a cold, 
dry Rosd, aromatic with hints of strawberries, 
with a simple sandwich or cold snacks. There 
are plenty of times when an impromptu meal of 
roasted chicken from the deli along with 
cheese, crusty bread and a salad has been made 
into a memorable event because of the Rose we 
drank with it. It may surprise you to know that 
the “hot” wine this summer in the A-list clubs 
in Manhattan and the Hamptons was a French 
Rosd, Domaines Ott! Ros& like this aren’t only 
“summer wines”, though: they are delicious 
throughout the year and are a perfect bridge 
when you want something a bit more than a 
white wine, but not as big as a red. No wine 
lovers refrigerator should be without a bottle of 
Rosd... right next to the bubbly! 

Sparkling wines are not only for celebrating, 
and there is more to “fizz” that just 
Champagne! We have discovered the pleasure 
of sipping a fresh Prosecco with a late, last 
Sunday breakfast, and the way it tastes so good 
as a Bellini, with a splash of peach nectar added, 
or as a Mimosa, made with fresh orange juice. 
Bright, lively Clairette, dry on the pdate but 
loaded with ripe fruit on the nose, is so afford- 
able and easily enjoyed that it has become a per- 
fect choice to pop open whenever company 


o pop Of 
se lively t 


, pour and 

enjoy with so many lighter dishes. 

There are still wine writers and well known 
critics who still give big numbers to the mas- 
sive, highly extracted wines: those overly oaked 
fruit bombs with 15% and 16% alcohol... but 
what do you, what can you, eat with them? 
Wine has become an accepted part of our lives, 
and drinking wine with dinner is the way that 
we enjoy our wine, not by sitting around and 
talking about it Wines that fit this way of life 
are the ones that we drink, and wines that 
match the styles of foods that we eat are the 
natural choices. The wine makers who realize 
this are the ones with a future in the U.S. mar- 
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Gratuitous violins 

Mozart marathon at Fort Greene church 


MUSIC 


The Brooklyn Friends of Chamber Mu- 
sic present Mozart's Violin Sonatas on Jan. 
21 at 3 pm at the Lafayette Avenue Presby- 
terian Church (85 S. Oxford St. in Fort 
Greene). Tickets: $15 at the door, $10 in 
advance, $5 for students. For information, 
call (718) 855-305 or visit their Web site at 
www.brooklynfriendsofchambermusic.org. 


By Kevin Filipski 

for Th e Brooklyn Paper 

A nd you thought the marathon was 
only in the fall. 

Next week, Brooklyn Friends 
of Chamber Music will offer a 
marathon of its own: a nine-hour, one- 
day-only performance of 10 Mozart vi- 
olin sonatas. 

The Jan. 21 concert coincides with 
the 150th anniversary of the Lafayette 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, where 
Friends of Chamber Music concerts 
have been held for nearly 20 years. 

“It’s the 150th anniversary of the 
church [so] we wanted to do this 
[marathon] in their honor,” says Wan- 
da Fleck, co-founder of the Brooklyn 
Friends of Chamber Music. 

Like the more-famous, five-borough 
slog, this marathon requires plenty of 
advance planning, strategy and training 
to avoid hitting the wall. 

Performers will begin playing the 
first six sonatas at 3 pm, followed by a 
break for dinner (organizers are talking 
to restaurants near the church to ensure 
audience members will get a special 
meal deal that day). 

After dinner, four more sonatas will 
be performed, followed by dessert for 
the audience and also the performers, 
who include such Mozart mavens as 
violinists Bella Hristova, Daniel 
Kahlikov and Amaury Coeytaux, and 
pianists Thomas Muraco and Reiko 
Uchida. 



Even the choice of sonatas had to be 
considered in advance. 

“I asked the violinists to choose 
which two sonatas they wanted to play, 
and quite by some miracle, none of 
them chose the same sonatas!” Fleck 

While everyone’s eyes will be on the 
violinists (they’re the Ethiopians in this 
extended marathon metaphor), the two 
pianists will be in the front pack all the 
way, Fleck says. 

“Even though they are technically 
called the ‘violin and piano sonatas,’ the 
pianist has an enormous amount to do.” 

The program includes three of 
Mozart’s greatest works: the thorough- 
ly ingratiating E-flat major sonata “K. 
481” opens the afternoon’s festivities, 
with the B-flat major master- 
piece “K. 454” closing the first 
half. 

Finally, wrapping up the en- 
tire day is the last violin sonata 
Mozart ever composed, the A- 
major sonata “K. 526,” which for 
all its sunny surface appeal, has a 
deceptively treacherous keyboard 
part which will surely test Uchi- 
da’s considerable abilities. 

Fleck says she’s especially excited 
because the violin sonatas are often 
lost in the shuffle of Mozart’s better- 
known classics. 

“I personally love the sonatas,” 
Fleck says. “If I was going to the 
proverbial desert island with only one 
thing to listen to, it would be these 
sonatas.” 


The slice is right 


Once a pizza parlor, always a pizza 
parlor? That may be the case at 214 
Court St., where David O’Keefe and 
his wife Lourdes have opened Layla 
Jones, the third pizza parlor at this loca- 
tion in “like 35 years,” he says. 

The pizzeria, named for the couple’s 
daughter Layla and son Jones, offers 
pan pizzas that O’Keefe says are “thin 
and crisp” because they’re baked in 
shallow metal pans. The pies, available 
whole or by the slice, can be topped 
with roasted plum tomatoes, grilled 
portabella mushrooms, artichoke hearts 
and homemade meatballs. Once inside 
the rustic, brick-walled, tin-ceilinged 
dining room, which O’Keefe describes 

CORRECTION: 

A recent GO Brooklyn article ("Barbecue 
with deja vu," Jan. 13) incorrectly stated 
that Adam Cohen was the chef-owner at 
Relish. He was, in fact, only the chef. The 
Brooklyn Paper regrets the error. 


as “very pizza parlorish, but nicer,” din- 
ers can tuck into their pies or a pasta 
dish such as penne in wild mushroom 
sauce or spaghettini with artichoke 
hearts and sun-dried tomatoes. 

Salads are available in appetizer or 
entree sizes and there are also “press- 
es,” panini-like sandwiches. Until the 
wine and beer license is granted, there’s 
a B.Y.O.B. policy with no corkage fee. 
Come spring, diners can enjoy a meal 
al fresco in the garden behind the 

Layla Jones (214 Court St be- 
tween Wyckoff and Warren streets in 
Cobble Hill) accepts American Ex- 
press, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. 
Pizza: $12, toppings: $2.50 each. Sal- 
ads, sandwiches and pastas: $4- 
$1 1.The restaurant serves lunch and 
dinner daily. Subway: F to Bergen 
Street. Delivery available. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 624-2361 or visit 
the Web site www.laylajones.com. 

— Tina Barry 



A mozzarella, tomato and basil pie arrives at the table of Layla Jones regu- 
lars Joseph Greco and Celia Soehner, who have already started digging in. 
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Ancient evenings 

The Brooklyn Museums magical artifacts go on display 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

W rapped in rags, bone thin and 
rabidly obsessed about. No, 
not another starving starlet — 
mummies. 

For centuries, people have been 
fascinated by mummified bodies as 
well as the ruins of ancient Egypt, a 
trend that shows no signs of slowing. 
In recent years, Egypt has drawn 
almost 9 million tourists annu- 
ally, while movies like “The 
Mummy Returns” pulled in 
hundreds of millions. 

The writing — whether 
n hieroglyphics or not — 
is on the wall: Egypt is hot. 
With a strong permanent 
Egyptian collection but some- 
times-weak attendance fig- 
ures, the Brooklyn Museum 
hopes to tap into the 
world’s hunger for Egypt- 
ian icons by opening a new 
exhibit, “Ancient Egyptian 
Magic: Manipulating Image, 
Word and Reality.” 

The museum even has its 
own dig site at the Temple 
Precinct of the Goddess Mut at South 
Kamak in Egypt. Though, in accor- 
dance with Egyptian law, no objects 
unearthed there can leave the country. 

“Many people associate ancient 
Egypt with magic, and that’s a long- 
standing idea,” says Edward Bleiberg, 
the museum’s curator of Egyptian, 
Classical and Ancient Middle Eastern 
Art, citing the Book of Exodus as an 
example. 

Bleiberg told GO Brooklyn that 
visitor surveys show that people com- 
ing to the museum are very interested 
in examples of Egyptian mysticism. 
Case in point, a figurine called a 
“shabti” that was buried with the 
dead and would perform hard labor 
for the deceased in the afterlife. 

“This is probably the origin story 
of ‘the Sorcerer’s Apprentice,’ ” 
Bleiberg explains. “And this is the 
i same story that was adapted by 
Walt Disney in ‘Fantasia.’ The ori- 
gin of that story is in ancient 
Egypt.” 

Other pieces in the exhibit, which 
a small but powerful supple- 
ment to the staggering 
permanent Egyptian col- 



lection, include a lion’s head gar- 
goyle, meant to protect a home from 
evil; a head rest meant to watch over 
a woman during pregnancy or child- 
birth; and a scarab-shaped amulet 
that supposedly protected its owner’s 
heart from revealing wrongdoings at 
his final judgment. Bleiberg specu- 


Valley of the things: Two items from the Brooklyn Museum's collec- 
tion: a lion's head gargoyle (above) from the Late or Ptolemaic Period 
and "The Goddess Isis as Magician," (at left) a bronze statue from the 
Roman Period. 


lates the amulet was removed from a 
mummy as early as 1820. 

In those days, according to 
Bleiberg, mummies were often cut 
open so that the treasures buried close 
to their bodies could be taken. “At that 
time people treated antiquities com- 
pletely differently than we would to- 


Ancient Egyptian Magic: Manip- 
ulating Image, Word and Reality will 
be on display until Aug. 12 at the 
Brooklyn Museum, located at 200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights. Open Wednes- 
day through Friday from 10 am until 5 
pm and on weekends from 1 1 am un- 
til 6 pm. Admission is $8, $4 for sen- 
iors and students, children under 12 
are admitted for free. For information, 
call (718) 638-5000 or visit the Web 
site at www.brooklynmuseum.org. 


day,” says Bleiberg, ‘Today, when we 
have complete mummies, we will do 
CAT scans to see what is inside.” 

Also showcased is a bronze stat- 
uette of the goddess Isis. 

“It’s very beautiful,” says 
Bleiberg. “And aesthetically, I am in- 
terested in it because it’s three di- 
mensional. I love how her arms come 
out to you holding the magic wand, 
which is a cobra.” 

Snakes, he explains, are another 
large part of Egyptian mythology, as 
kings used them for protection. 

“The Egyptians were very aware 
that snakes are dangerous animals,” 
explains Bleiberg, citing a papyrus in 
the Brooklyn Museum’s collection 
that holds records of various medical 
and magical treatments for snakebites. 
“Because they were dangerous, their 
power could also be used to protect 
against other powers. The Uraeus, or 
cobra, protected the king when [he] 
wore it on his brow. It is a regular part 
of the king’s protective gear.” 

Continuing in their efforts to bring 
more Egyptian artifacts to the Brook- 
lyn arts arena, the Museum will open 
another exhibit, “Pharaohs, Queens 
and Goddesses,” which will focus on 
work relating to the powerful female 
leaders of ancient Egypt. Presented 
in conjunction with the soon-to-be- 
opened Elizabeth A. Sackler Center 
for Feminist Art at the Museum, the 
show will feature art depicting 
Cleopatra, Nefertiti, and Hatshepsut, 
the legendary fifth pharaoh of the 
Eighteenth Dynasty. 

“Ancient Egyptian Magic” will 
run until August, although if you’re 
hoping to soak up some of your own 
magical protection, you might visit 
sooner rather than later — it could be 
bad luck not to. 
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Camera not 
so ‘Obscura’ 

Scottish sextet and their new 
record make first trip to Brooklyn 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

rooklyn’s “little Poland” 
1C will take on a Scottish 
accent on Jan. 24 when 
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the Glasgow sextet Camera 
Obscura hit Polish National 
Home-cum-indie rock venue 
the Warsaw. This is the only 
New York stop on the Ameri- 
can tour supporting the band’s 
2006 release “Let’s Get Out of 
This Country” — and you 
won’t be able to catch them 
across the East River. 

“We’re quite excited,” pi- 
anist/organist/vocalist Carey 
Lander told GO Brooklyn, 
adding that after three previ- 
ous shows in New York City, 
this is the band’s first in 
Brooklyn. “[We wanted to] do 
something different so we 
weren’t playing the same ven- 
ues again.” 

And different it is. The 
Warsaw, a neighborhood insti- 
tution for over 100 years, 
opened its doors to the public 
in 2001 and began lending its 
massive, bi-level ballroom to 
bands, DJs and parties. Now, 
local barflies and music afi- 
cionados crowd the space, en- 
joying the cheap drinks and 
fresh-made snacks like piero- 
gi, kielbasa, blintzes and pota- 
to pancakes doled out from a 
table at the back of the room. 

After 11 years together, 
Camera Obscura has come 
into its own on their new 
record, their third together, 


breaking away from long-time 
comparisons to fellow Glas- 
wegians and rainy day demi- 
gods Belle and Sebastian. 

“The two bands have cer- 
tainly gone in different direc- 
tions,” Lander said. “I think 
we’re making very different 
music from each other now, 
and that’s just a natural pro- 
gression. We weren’t thinking 
about them when we were 
making our new record.” 

Belle and Sebastian certain- 
ly opened the door for their 
fellow indie -pop Scots to the 
remainder of the world, and 
Camera Obscura remains gra- 
ciously indebted. In fact, Stu- 
art Murdoch, Belle and Sebas- 
tian’s lead singer, produced 
the Camera Obscura single 
“Eighties Fan” for their 2000 
debut “Biggest Bluest Hi Fi.” 
“We did about 14 songs in 
10 days or so - it was really 
intense!” Lander says of 
recording “Let’s Get Out of 
This Country.” The end result 
is an album resonating with 
singer/songwriter Tracyanne 
Campbell’s ability to craft 
songs with a 1960s sentimen- 
tality reminiscent of the 
Supremes, harkening back to 
a time when music seemed 
more pure. From the infec- 
tious first track, “Lloyd, I’m 



Glasgo-ing places: Scottish rockers Camera Obscura, all six of them, hit Brooklyn for the 
first time in support of their new record, "Let's Get Out of This Country," on Jan. 24. 


Ready to be Heartbroken,” 
which stretches out over or- 
gans and catchy guitar hooks, 
to the last, the 10 tracks show- 
case how Camera Obscura is 
much more than a twee 
soundtrack. 

At first listen, “Let’s Get 
Out of This Country” gives a 
pristinely glossed feel of pop 
perfection, yet the underlying 
sadness shines through in 
Campbell’s lyrical 
pessimism, in odes 
to love gone sour 
(the haunting “Coun- 
try Mile,” in which 
Campbell sings, “I 
won’t be seeing you 
for a long while/I 
hope it’s not as long 
as a country mile/I 
feel lost”). 

The band seems 
matured considerably 
second full-length, and first 
stateside release, the critically 
acclaimed 2003 disc, “Under- 
achievers Please Try Harder,” 
a sentimentally penned or- 
chestra of teenage heartache. 
In contrast, the new record 
keeps a measured distance in 
examining everyday losses 
and an understated longing. 

A favorite of legendary 
British DJ John Peel before 
his death in 2004, Camera Ob- 
scura was included in the Peel 
Festive 50 — a rundown of 
his listeners’ favorite tracks of 
the year — three times. With 
his artistic vision, Peel was 
able to see that the still fledg- 


ling band was capable of great 

In its current incarnation, 
Camera Obscura’s line-up in- 
cludes guitarist/vocalist Ken- 
ny McKeeve, bassist Gavin 
Dunbar, drummer Lee Thom- 
son and trumpet player and 
percussionist Nigel Baillie. 
With such a substantial group 
— the band has even been 
seven strong in the past — it’s 


MUSIC 


Camera Obscura pi 


plays at the \ 

Jl Home (261 Driggs 

Ave. between Eckford and Leonard streets 
in Greenpoint) on Jan. 24 at 8 pm. $15.50 
in advance, $17 day of. For information, 
call (718) 387-0505. 




sometimes a challenge to keep 
the touring atmosphere uni- 
versally positive. 

“We get on pretty well. 
With six people there are [so 
many] different people to talk 
to, “ says Lander, adding slyly, 
“that’s the optimistic way of 
looking at it.” After the show 
at the Warsaw, Camera Ob- 
scura will continue their 
American tour, then will jet 
across the globe to Australia 
and New Zealand. 

Perhaps this sense of per- 
petual motion influenced 
Campbell when she penned 
the lyrics to “Come Back 
Margaret”: “In dreams I try to 
take you far away/But you 


AUSSIE... 

Continued from page 7 
who, along with Aussie part- 
ner Jason Crew, has closed 
the gap between dining desti- 
nation and watering hole. 

A front bar outfitted in cor- 
rugated steel and reclaimed 
wood attracts a vibrant crowd 
of locals who swill Australian 
beer, wine and cocktails be- 
neath a worn tin ceiling, 



while others prefer the cozy, 
fire-lit back room (no matter 
where they sit, customers 
love the popular Bee Sting, 
made from honey vodka, 
Kahlua and vanilla vodka, 
then finished with chocolate 
powder and served in a glass 
rimmed with Australian hon- 
ey and toasted coconut). 

Those who come to eat, not 
drink, can look forward to re- 
markably authentic fare like 
the Shearer’s Burger, the 
aforementioned mound of 
meat, beets, pineapple and a 
fried egg; or a fragrant helping 
of moist New Zealand lamb 
chops served with a knob of 
peas and shredded mint. 

Creeping toward Bushwick 
from the saturated Williams- 
burg dining scene. Wombat 
also set up shop beyond an es- 
tablished thoroughfare. Statel- 
man’s latest effort — he is 



An Aussie favorite: The chicken Wellington floater o 
green pea broth at Wombat in Williamsburg. 


stretch at Smith Street’s Patois 
— is an “Aussie-style” 
that highlights Australian 
cheese, wine and spices (he 


en-year Australian n: 


Ingredients like lemon 
myrtle, bush tomatoes and 
wattleseed elevate even Wom- 
: ostensibly familiar 


gets the herbs from importer fare. The chicken panini, for 
Vic Cherikoff, an authority on example, is topped with bush 


tomato mayonnaise and Aus- 
tralian cheddar, imparting a 
distinct Australian slant on 
the common sandwich. 
Statelman plays with the evo- 
lution of the country’s culi- 
nary hallmarks, as when he 
brings in game meat for his 
Soy-Cured Venison Medal- 
lions served with a Sriracha 
buckwheat fritter, or reinter- 
prets the iconic pie “floater” 
— his uses a flaky poached 
chicken Wellington in place 
of the traditional meat pie. 

The growing presence of 
Australian cuisine might well 
represent a larger shift in New 
York dining trends — one that 
reflects a departure from the 
precious, elegantly crafted 
plates of the last decade in fa- 
vor of a hearty, deeply satisfy- 
ing meal. For Brooklyn din- 
ers, that’s a meaty prospect to 
be sure. 


w 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


‘Barclays’ has a bad ring 


RUCE RATNER HAS STABBED HIS 
black supporters in the back. 

The Atlantic Yards developer’s arena 
naming-rights deal with Barclays, the British 
bank whose history includes funding the slave 
trade and doing business with South Africa’s 
apartheid government, is a stunning insult by a 
man who has so aggressively courted the sup- 
port of black leaders over the past three years. 

Whenever Ratner needed to show that his 
oversized, gentrification-causing Atlantic Yards 
project would be a good deal for Brooklyn, he 
trotted out those usual suspects, many of whom 
he paid, to sing his praises. 

Yet now — a few weeks after his project 
gained state approval, and a few days after a 
national holiday to honor Martin Luther King, 
Jr. — Ratner has trashed whatever legitimate 
good will he might have had in the black com- 
munity by announcing that his arena would 


bear the Barclays name. 

Councilwoman Letitia James — an Atlantic 
Yards opponent who is black — saw the signif- 
icance immediately, saying that Ratner’s deal 
insulted blacks. 

“[Blacks] were just tools used by Ratner to 
get this project passed,” she said. 

It’s further insulting when you consider that 
many project supporters have urged Ratner to 
name the arena after a truly great African- 
American whose contributions to Brooklyn are 
still being felt: Jackie Robinson. 

But that wouldn’t have earned Ratner any 
money, let alone the hundreds of millions he’ll 
pocket from the Barclays deal, so you know 
where that idea ended up. 

That an old, established, global bank has 
some skeletons in its closet should not surprise 
anyone. But the particular nature of Barclays 
skeletons should have given Ratner pause. 


Those who downplay the significance of 
having the Barclays name atop a publicly sub- 
sidized arena that African-Americans will walk 
past every day — and where African-Ameri- 
cans will earn their living, both on the court and 
in the concessions stands — should put them- 
selves in the shoes of the descendents of the 
slaves that Barclays family members once trad- 
ed as property. 

Naming an arena after a slave-trading family 
is a slap in the face, akin to a developer build- 
ing an arena in Borough Park — with its high 
population of Holocaust survivors — and nam- 
ing it “Volkswagen Field.” 

It is time for elected officials, most of whom 
enabled Ratner’s use of racial politics through- 
out the Atlantic Yards approval process, to 
stand up for blacks, for history, for integrity 
and, indeed, for all of Brooklyn and urge Bruce 
Ratner to find another corporate partner. 



LETTERS 


Borough Prez was right. The Paper IS biased! 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Every week, we deliver copies of 
The Brooklyn Paper to homes 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries to 
just a few papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at BrooklynPa- 
per.com/html/about/optout.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201. By fax: (718) 834-9278. 
By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

In a recent issue, Borough President Mar- 
kowitz accused The Brooklyn Paper of being 
biased in its reporting of the Atlantic Yards 
project (“Marty’s humble opinion,” Dec. 30). 
I totally concur with the borough president, 
but I would like to add that this paper has 
also engaged in race-baiting. 

In your editorial following Atlantic Yards 
public hearing on Aug. 23, you referred to the 
opponents of the project as “nerds” and the 
supporters of the project as “thugs.” 

As an African-American who has resided 
in Clinton Hill for 14 years and has lived in 
Brooklyn all his life, I remain particularly ap- 
palled at that. 

During that hearing and at others before it, 
members of anti-project groups have been 
unruly, disruptive and insulting [while] pro- 
project groups have had to be equally aggres- 
sive in order to compete with the anti-project 
groups’ lack of candor and decorum. 

Members of Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn and other anti-project groups re- 
peatedly jeered the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, a 
man who has repeatedly demonstrated his 
commitment to social justice; Assemblyman 
Roger Green; and other pro-project speakers. 
They called Roger Green a criminal, yet this 
paper castigated Green for defending himself 
against boorish behavior. 

I, too, have had my differences with Roger 
Green, but I tell you, I was never prouder of 
him than at that moment when he stood up 
against that crowd. 

During the hearing, an anti-project partici- 
pant sitting next to me (a long time friend, by 


the way) had to be forcibly ejected from the 
room after she failed to heed the moderator’s 
calls for decomm. Yet The Brooklyn Paper 
failed to emphasize the boorishness of the 
anti-project demonstrators using the relative- 
ly benign term “nerds” to describe them. 

During the course of this community debate, 
DDDB members referred to Bertha Lewis as a 
“whore.” I myself was called a “thug” by 
prominent members of the DDDB, a term that 
was both racist and sexist in its application. 

Those of us who support the Ratner plan 
are good people with good intentions who 
want to see much-needed jobs and affordable 
housing made available to minorities, women 
and low- to moderate-income working peo- 
ple. We who support the project simply don’t 
accept that the Ratner plan won’t achieve 
this. We do not agree, as you claim, “that At- 
lantic Yards will actually increase the gentri- 
fication that drives out low-income residents 
and create mostly minimum-wage jobs that 
keep them in poverty.” 

Most of us don’t want to just give Ratner a 
free pass. We agree that there has to be mod- 
erations to the project, that certain aspects will 
have to be downsized and mitigated. But we 
do not believe that the best way to achieve 
this is through the unreasonable, obstruction- 
ist, divisive and very often racist tactics that 
the anti-project folks seem to be employing. 

This “All or nothing, you are with us or 
against us” posture has gotten real old, real fast 
and has rapidly turned off people of good will. 

The Brooklyn Paper can help to mitigate 
some of these divisive elements by attempt- 
ing to engage in balanced reporting and in re- 


fraining from divisive and sensationalist ele- 
ments in its editorial comments. 

Selah Eric Spmiell, Clinton Hill 
Editor's note: Our use of the terms "thugs" 
and "nerds" had no racial connotations, but 
was merely a reflection of the various groups' 
demeanor at the Aug. 23 hearing. But for the 
record, former Assemblyman Roger Green 
was convicted of filing false travel expense 
forms with the state. 

Garden green 

To the editor. 

Thank you for your writing about the gar- 
den on the comer of Tenth Street and Eighth 
Avenue (“Rev Liz speaks: Garden must go,” 
Jan. 13, Park Slope Edition). 

Your columnist’s point of view comes 
through loud and clear, but I find it sad that 
you felt it necessary to paint the opposition to 
the sale of the garden — i.e. the loss of the 
green space — as opposing the mission of 
the church. Just because columnist Nica Lalli 
sympathizes with Rev. Liz Alexander and her 
mission doesn’t make it right to ascribe venal 
motivations to others. I am personally hurt 
and offended that she took that tack. 

We have debated the possibility of raising 
money from the neighborhood to match the 
developer’s price, or to have the state provide 
funds from its park acquisition fund (“park,” 
mind you, not “pork,” as an earlier article 
suggested). 

In either case, the church would still re- 
ceive the money. Yet your article made us 
look mean and petty. 

I can remember walking my kids to P.S. 


107 back in the 1970s. I realize Prospect Park 
is close, but passing the garden every day 
was our connection to the seasons. Now, 30 
years later, when I pass the garden, I think of 
my kids and those daily walks and those tiny 
moments of peace. And yes, it’s still the first 
place I see the flowers in spring. 

The lead article in the same issue (“94 
years old and homeless”) tells the poignant 
story of the elderly man being evicted from 
his Carroll Gardens apartment. 

I don’t expect the same level of sympathy 
for our loss, but like him, we are victims of 
our own efforts in saving and improving this 
once-neglected neighborhood. It was our 
fight and sweat that got us to this point. 

As I said, I am happier that you are writing 
about it instead of it disappearing unmen- 
tioned, but please don’t slander our motiva- 
tions. Mitch Freidlin, Park Slope 



To the editor, 


I found it very instructive to read the reso- 
lutions of politicians (“Resolution revolu- 
tion,” Dec. 30). They seem to be divided into 
those who focus on personal objectives 
(weight loss, svelte figure) and those who fo- 
cus on community betterment (children, en- 
ergy, hospitals, land use). 

Some could be considered self-congratula- 
tory like Mayor Bloomberg’s. Interesting! 

Natalie Burrows, Cobble Hill 

To the editor, 

Your resolution article reminded me that 


taxpayers have our own wish list for mem- 
bers of the New York State legislature. 

For 20 of the past 22 years, the Legislature 
couldn’t even pass a balanced budget on 
time. Adding insult to injury, this is after vot- 
ing themselves healthy salary increases sev- 
eral years ago, along with all the lulus, 
bonuses for chairing committees, day-to-day 
meal expense accounts and reimbursement 
for travel to and from Albany. 

Legislators average only three days per week 
when in session. There are many weeks when 
they don’t even have to travel to Albany, as they 
are not in session. Many members even hold 
down second outside jobs! How about working 
full-time — and paying for your own meals and 
travel to and from work like the rest of us? 

State legislators should tell us how many 
hours and days they actually worked in Al- 
bany, detail sources of outside income and the 
amount of time they spend on their outside 
jobs, how much they spent on meals (does 
your boss pay for breakfast, lunch or dinner 
during the course of a regular work day?), 
how much they spent traveling from home to 
Albany and back (does your employer pay for 
your commute from home to work on a daily 
basis?) along with a detailed list of all their 
“pay to play” campaign contributions. 

Most observers of state government would 
argue that members of the legislature should 
consume a lot less of their own political pork! 
How about passing a balanced budget on time 
— minus the hundreds of millions of dollars 
of member item pork-barrel projects designed 
to grease the future wheels of reelection. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, New York 


Health, Mind & Body 


FAMILY MEDICINE 



• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 

• Reconstructive & Bonding 

Dentistry • Advanced Sterilization 

• Gums & Implants • Behavior Modification 

• Bleaching • Sealants 

• Nitrous Oxide • Fluoride 

(Sweet Air) • Preventative Dentistry 

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



CROWNS 


: r 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Ave 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

- Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions ■ Dentures - Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry - Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
immodated 


To advertise in The Paper's 
Health, Mind & Body 
section, call (718) 834-9350 
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YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights *Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Brown Harris Stevens" 


tablished 



Come visit us in our newly renovated office. 

Same great brokers! Same great service! 

BrownHarrisStevens.com 
Tel 718.230.5500 

Brown Harris Stevens LLC 100 Seventh Ave, Brooklyn, New York 1 1215 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


IrtUacfydng a F r t:sli 
nnnnnnl - in i:wr> ! - 1 yv n i 

h I KiniTC£ --ronm 


Start the New Year off Right! 
Live Life to the MAXX — ' 

ifa Happy Holidays from £ 

* MAXX Realty •* 

Specializing in other Brooklyn Neighborhoods: 

• BAY RIDGE • BENSONHURST • DUMAS PARK • PROSPECT/LEFFERTS GARDENS • CROWN HEIGHTS 

Manhattan Queens Bronx Westchester 
MaxxRealty.com n my V 

1-888-751-8500 


florida real estate? 

www. n vf ra n i nf I orida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


East New York 


Crown Heights 

2 family for sale. Move-in 
condition by owner. Finished 
basements. Priced to sell. 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


(718) 834-9350 


ATTORNEYS 



FOCUS ... We Can Help! 

• Child Support • Custody 
• Paternity • Maintenance • Visitation 
• Orders of Protection 


FOCUS: FOR OUR C 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P,C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


BrooktynPaper.com 


i CLIPandSAVE i 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 

• Wrongful Death • Truck 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 



Immigration Attorney 

Deportation & removal defense 
Asylum, family/spousal & 
employment-based immigrant 
visas, H-1B petitions 
Se habla espanol 

Andrew Ehrinpreis 
718-522-4348 

548 Court Street, Suite #2 
Bklyn, NY 11231 esi 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 


(718) 858-4250 
"We fight hard for you!" 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 

PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 

Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 


GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, E 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 


CADNET Classified AD NETwork 


all companies before responding to any of these ads. Under NO circumstances should you send 
it your checking acct, license or credit card numbers. Long distance rates may apply 


ED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES: Ka 


BUSINESS OPPTYS 

isi 


s + candy. $9995. 1-800-807-6485. 


EDUCATION 


EMPLOYMENT 

HEALTH & FITNESS 

exp. required. All looks needed! 1-800-556-6103 

ing conditions^! ’ 888-528-8433. 


HELP WANTED 

SSimS N ° &pe " 6nce!T0LL 

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 daily. Get paid 

COMPANY EXPANDING in your area. $1400 weekly 

FINANCIAL 

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - Bankruptcy - 
helping people with credit problems since 1991". Call 

EARN EXTRA INCOME assembling CD cases from 
home. Start immediately. No experience necessary. 

NEED CASH? Lawsuit Pending? We can help! No-risk 
cash advances. CJB Funding. 1-800-594-3029. 

MISC. FOR SALE 

School/House. Almost Everyone qualifies! Live 
Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! Ustings, 1-800-270- 

HEALTHCARE for $59.93/mo!! NEW, LOW PRICE! Per 

WANTED: EXPERIENCED BACKYARD BIRD FEED- 
ERS! Gather data for National Scientific Study. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BS?S 


;: P .^ awe 


JY FORECLOSURES! Fn 


JOBS 


Help Wanted 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES SUPERVISOR 


Maimonides Medical Center, a 705-bed, world-class 




MAIMONIDES MEDICAL CENTER 


Great Opportunity for 
"LOAN OFFICERS", no 
experience necessary, will 

Elite Financing 
(718) 304-7452 


Plaza Auto Mall 

Customer Service personnel. F 
Call Mike @646-201-2716 


Kitchen Helper & Cleaner 
Full Time in Brooklyn 
Call after 11am 
718 259-5260 

No Experience Necessary 


VNA Visiting Nurse 

STATEN Association 
ISLAND of Staten Island I 


Help Wanted 


Fitness Trainers 

Female Only. Wanted for 
new Dyker Heights gym for 
women. Call Nick at (718) 
986-1823. 


Help Wanted P/T 


Dental Assistant 

Downtown Brooklyn Orthodontic 
office seeks P/T orthodontic assis- 
tant. Tuesdays & Thursdays, salary 
commensurate w/exp. Fax or e-mail 
resume: (718) 987-7695. 
Info@orthospecialistpc.com 


Situation Wanted 


Home Attendant Needed 

HA, H.HA, ECA 
Saturday & Monday - 12 hours 
$9.60 per hour 

Ms. Johnson (718) 622-2457 

pan rime petition in HOUSEKEEP- 
ING/BABYSITTING. Stephanie is 
available upon request. (718) 342-1537. 


Income Opptys 


Post Office Now Hiring 

Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually 

including federal benefits and overtime. 
Paid training and vacations. 

1 (800) 584-1775 

USWA 



of patients referred to the agency by the hospitals o 
nursing homes. Requires RN with current NYS license. 
BSN preferred, and two years' field experience i 
ty health. Coordinator or discharge planning 

Nurse Association of Staten Island. 400 
e Avenue. Staten Island. NY 10303. 

Fax: 718-816-3534 woi 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 


TheBusinessStorc.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 

(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized * Center 



| Accountants 

1 


Computers 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


718-788-3913 


Computer Cabling 



VOICE • DATE • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


catch 

coldP J 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 
Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 


Merchandise Wanted 


SSL. Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


SLOPE MUSIC 


5 String Banjo 
Lessons 


FUN, SYSTEMATIC, EFFECTIVE TEACHER 
Performing Player - 
with the band CITI GRASS 
Beginners a Specialty 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Paper 
Classifieds Section 
please call 

(718) 834-9350 


The 

Brooklyn 

Paper 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS 

continued from Home Improvement page 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call; 718-893-4006 



JC TREE SERVICE * 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs W50 

FREE ESTIMATES All Phase of Tree Work uceksed * '»«“»« 


• Tree Removal 
senior • Stump 
discount Grinding 

• Pruning 


718 896 2158 


Rubbish Removal 


Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 


u 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 


Friendly, Uniformed Drivers 

nmercial Stores Welcome! 
Demolition 
All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

67-78224 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


Bi-fold SHUTTERS - Now $75. 
BALUSTERS - Now $17 

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY IN 
BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN! 


Donate Ytovr Car! 


V-! Ve*!- ti’lr c L 

■YttV HCflFidrlETM CT-f I 


T.wH.Hh 



i 


DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 

And Help 

Disadvantaged Children! 

Tax Deductible. Same Day 
or Next Day Pick up. 
RUNNING OR NOT 
Call for info 

CHILDREN'S LITERACY FUND 

800-339-7790 


LEGAL NOTICES 


NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SSIS SECURITY & SPE- 
CIAL SERVICES LLC. Arts, of Org filed with Secy, of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12-19-06, loc: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall process to c/o the 
LLC, 516 Hegeman Ave., 3B, Brooklyn, NY 11207, prin- 
ciple business address. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 


Notice is hereby given of the formation of Global 
Pricing Analytics LLC. Articles of formation were filed 
with the office of the New York State Secretary of State 
on September 6, 2006. The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of Global Pricing Analytics LLC for 
purposes of making legal service of process. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any process 
served upon him/her for the LLC to Alfred B. Arterburn, 
481 81st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. The purpose of 
the LLC is any legal purpose. It will operate for an indef- 
inite duration. The company will operate out of an 
office located at 481 81st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. 
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■“feSrHOME IMPROVEMENT 


• violations removed • 

• BASEMENT & CELLAR 

legalizations • 


Years of Quality Service & Experienc 


JUST 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


r (718)855-1237 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


Specializing in tile jobs - large and sr 

John Costelloe (718) 768-76 


Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Carpet Cleaning 



Cleaning Services 



Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


ilavera tiles. We have Marble, Granites, 
° aP Zo°diac, Caesar Stone, 6kite V and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street 0p ®l 7 AK ^y s di f c ^ eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY Mon thru p ri . 10:00am _ 6 . 30 p m 

(718) 369-6873 Sat: 10am -5pm- Sun 11am -5 pm 


Cleaning Services II Decks 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


M^HurpIni's ifflaibsli 


• Residential 


ft Certificates Availab 

718-279-3334 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 





Demolition II Electricians 


— NAM 

DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Leber Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 

www.NMDemolition.com 

(718) 351-6273 



budding 
f interests 


Landscape Design/Build 

elegant & creative floral 
arrangements & decor 
Kristen Austin • 718 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

We charge by the job, not by the hour 
Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

CALL NOW... Help is On, he Way W 1 -888-BOBTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


Contractors 


CC' Avant 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist exterior 

Jobs are Owner Supervised • Roofin g 

• Siding 

We have been -windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


dt JrnlL 

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 


Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Marble Tiles - Stone Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - Ornamental Molding & Medallion 
- Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks 


www.jabezhomeimprovement.ee 




American Eagle 
Construction Corp. 


Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Brickwork • Brownstone Repair 

• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 

• Tile Roor Work - Cement Work 

• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 
Painting, Tile Work & Window 
Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • Lic#534440 


\LL KINDS OF MASONARY WOR^ 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 
cense 917-674-1673 Insured 


PMjgFMM 


1230175 718 408-08 1 2 b™ 

www.progressivegcc.ee 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


(718) 624 - 5300 

Restoration* Baths • Kitchens 


www.excelbuilds.com 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Our Services Include: 

Painting & Plastering 
Kitchens & Baths 
Tiling & Wood Flooring 
Basements & Closets 

Replacement Windows & More 
Call David Fisher Directly 
Free Estimates • Insured 

Lie# 120061 9 

(917) 974-3625 


i Chris Mullins |§ 

* General Contracting 


718-276-8558 


Pisgah Builders Inc. 

VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

Painting • Ceramic Tiles 

EHMUU 

FREE (? 18 ) 567-7496 
EST (917)687-5841 


MELODY 

Construction NY Inc. 

Interior & Exterior General Contractor 

• Brick • Masonry • Extensions 

ALL KINDS OF CEMENT WORK 

FREE EST. Ask For “AZAD” 
(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Trie • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 


(917) 400-6028 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 


The Total Contractor 


Total experience 

- experienced craftsme 

Total back-up 




Total Property Services, Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 



* ANY HOUSE 

f EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 


Don’t Be Bugged, CaU NOW! 


Firewood II Floor Maintenance 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


FIREWOOD 


For Quick, Personal Service 
and Competitve Rates Call: 
Franks Firewood (718) 641-8673 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Premium - 

(718)954-4105 



FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


Handyman II Movers (Licensed) 


CALL NED 


KBM Contracting 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 


carry building ins 
padded Free. C 


:e. Serving Bklyn 


(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

generations. For lowest rates and 
best quality moving give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HATMOVERS - 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


m 

Interiors 


www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE, nvc 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 


Guaranteed Lowest Prices 
Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


Now Online 

BrooklynPaper.com 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


718-439-7309 


Sewers & Drains Cleaned Electrically 
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

Edward’s Est. i98i 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Jennifer Mechanical 

A Pipinb & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair & Service 

♦ Clogged Drains ❖ High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


Don’t Even Think 

about choosing a Plumbing, Heating and 
Air Conditioning company without checking 


Make sure of: Warranties, Guarantees & 

I Service Hours. Vigilante Satisfaction policies. We 

has true 24 hour service have the best in the business 

b j, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

If I r J1 iUTE Billing procedure. No 

W 1 !.■' 1 L > TiTV 1 f surprises, we charge by the 

I ' Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning job not the hour 

(718) 522-611 1 Licensed Master Piumbers *1246^3 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• CP Plumbing S H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains & Sewers 


isonable Rates * 


* 24/7 Emergency Sen/ice * 

(718) 273-1388 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 


AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 


We have been representing o\a 


212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 


Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

Torched or cold applied rubber roof- 
ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
gJPj (718) 398-6423 W 
— ' (917) 578-1414 ™ 


Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

(ILL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• 90 Lb. Tar Roof • Gravel Roofe 
• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 

Oven. 25 “Tfeonn Sxfieniettce 
TVe. Tb ISooi 

718 209 1584 

Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 


(718) 382-4449 ask f 


Rubbish Removal 



57-52 49th Place 
Maspeth, NY 11378 
:el: 718 366-4900 fax: 718 497-5988 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


MORE 

Home Improvement 
Classifieds on inside 
classifieds page 



















































